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Foreword

HE tremendous research and development effort that went into the

development of radar and related techniques during World War II
resulted not only in hundreds of radar sets for military {and some for
possible peacetime) use but also in a great body of information and new
techniques in the electronics and high-frequency fields. Because this
basic material may be of great value to science and engineering, it seemed
most important to publish it as soon as security permitted.

The Radiation Laboratory of MIT, which operated under the super-
vision of the National Defense Research Committee, undertook the great
task of preparing these volumes. The work described herein, however, is
the collective result of work done at many laboratories, Army, Navy,
university, and industrial, both in this country and in England, Canada,
and other Dominions.

The Radiation Laboratory, once its proposals were approved and
finances provided by the Office of Scientific Research and Development,
chose Louis N. Ridenour as Editor-in-Chief to lead and direct the entire
project. An editorial staff was then selected of those best qualified for
this type of task. Finally the authors for the various volumes or chapters
or sections were chosen from among those experts who were intimately
familiar with the various fields, and who were able and willing to write
the summaries of them. This entire staff agreed to remain at work at
MIT for six months or more after the work of the Radiation Laboratory
was complete. These volumes stand as a monument to this group.

These volumes serve as a memorial to the unnamed hundreds and
thousands of other scientists, engineers, and others who actually carried
on the research, development, and engineering work the results of which
are herein described. There were so many involved in this work and they
worked so closely together even though often in widely separated labora-
tories that it is impossible to name or even to know those who contributed
to a particular idea or development. Only certain ones who wrote reports
or articles have even been mentioned. But to all those who contributed
in any way to this great cooperative development enterprise, both in this
country and in England, these volumes are dedicated.

L. A. DuBrIDGE.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

By Brirron CuHanckE AND F. C. WiLLIAMS

SCOPE AND VIEWPOINT

By Britron CHANCE

This book deals with the applications of circuit techniques to the
generation of waveforms, both sinusoidal and otherwise, and to the
manipulation of waveforms to meet specific needs. The title, Wave-
forms, refers to currents or voltages considered as functions of time in a
rectangular coordinate system. This book includes a discussion of those
waveforms having durations as short as 0.01 usec.

1.1. Viewpoint.—One object of this book is obvious: it is to make
available to those in industrial and academie Faboratories techniques of
established value that have been developed for radar timing and indicat-
ing applications, and it is intended to survey not only developments made
at the Radiation Laboratory but also developments made at other labora-
tories in this country and in the United Kingdom. In this respect we
are particularly fortunate in having had the closest cooperation with these
laboratories.

This book is written for the circuit designer in government, industrial,
or academic research laboratories who chooses to carry out a timing,
computation, or measurement operation by means of electrical circuits.
The material of the book has therefore been classified according to circuit
functions, in order that the circuit designer may immediately find a com-
pilation of useful circuits for accomplishing a particular function and
select the one best suited to his needs.

In this respect the classification of material differs somewhat from that
of earlier books concerned with electronic circuits where classification
according to circuit type or tube type was often employed. Considerable
difficulty was experienced in attempting to use such a classification
because of the versatile nature of electrical circuits. For example,
electronic switches may be used to carry out many entirely different func-
tions in which the design considerations of the associated circuits are quite
dissimilar, although the actual switching elements are identical. A simi-
lar difficulty arises in discussing a circuit like the multivibrator; it too may

1



2 INTRODUCTION [Sec. 11

be used for a variety of purposes. Yet the design considerations differ
markedly depending upon whether it is used, for example, for pulse gen-
eration or for frequency division.

The material of this book begins with a survey of the properties of
linear and nonlinear circuit elements which are applicable to all the cir-
cuit functions of the book. From that point on the discussion proceeds
according to function—first the geperation of simple waveforms, next
the processes of amplitude and time analysis, modulation, demodulation,
and frequency multiplication and division. Mathematical operations
and the properties of special components constitute the closing chapters.
This classification permits easy comparative evaluation of the various
methods for accomplishing a given function and a reasonably complete
summary of the useful methods. The discussion is continued on the func-
tional viewpoint to the more complex systems for time measurement,
data transmission, computation, and display, which are the subjects of
Vols. 20, 21, and 22 of the Series.

In connection with these eircuit developments there has been an even
more active development in a highly descriptive circuit jargon in the
various laboratories. This jargon is word-saving and often presents a
vivid picture of the physical operations of the particular circuit—for
example, ‘‘flip-flop” or ‘“‘flopover,” referring to different types of multi-
vibrator circuits. Considerable difficulty has been encountered in
adhering to the colloquial jargon throughout this book since many of
these names refer to a specific circuit but connote an action obtainable
from many circuits. For example, a thyratron pulse generator can be
made to carry out all the functions of a “flip-flop” but rarely bears this
name. It has, therefore, been necessary to define new terms which may
have a greater generality of application. In choosing these terms, an
attempt has been made to define only thé basic processes and circuit
functions and to maintain the “given” name for the various circuits—
for example, multivibrator, phantastron, sanatron, bloeking oscillator,
ete. A glossary of terms starts on page 775, and it is intended that this
be the connecting link between the terminclogy in this book and that used
in various laboratories.

Finally, we have attempted to indicate some directions in which future
developments can proceed. Nearly always limits to the performance
have beer set by the characteristics of circuit components, such as
vacuum tubes, resistors, capacitors, transformers, etc. Much progress
has been made in the standardization and in the improvement of the
quality of circuit components during the war, but there yet remain many
basic factors that limit the rapidity or the stability of action of these
circuits. Whenever possible, the limitations imposed by available com-
ponents have been pointed out, and in many cases a comparison of com-
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ponents is made. It is our hope that the discussions are presented in
such a manner as to stimulate original thought and cireuit develop-
ment by the reader.

1-2. Relation to Preceding Books.—Volumes 17 to 22 of this series
include the important phases of the work of the Receiver Components
Division of the Radiation Laboratory, and hence much of the material in
these volumes is closely related. Some of the material of these volumes
has applications in other volumes of this series, in particular that con-
cerned with Pulse Generators (Vol. 5) and those concerned with Systems
(Vols. 1 to 3). Since much of this work concerns properties of circuit
components themselves, the first volume of the group, Vol. 17, is called
Camponents Handbook and includes available information on fixed com-
ponents, resistors, capacitors, and inductors, and much information
about the characteristics of precision potentiometers, variable capacitors,
and synchros. In addition, the characteristies of vacuum and gas-filled
tubes are presented. This material is of particular interest for circuit
designs that require operation with a high degree of precision over a wide
range of temperatures. Much of this material is essential to the satis-
factory construction of the circuits described in this volume, and, unless
the reader has similar information already available, he is referred to
Vol. 17 before ermbarking upon the construction of any of the precision
cireuits of this book and of Vols. 20 and 21,

Volume 18, Vacuum-tube Amplifiers, is of some interest to the readers
of this book because of the extensive diseussion of linear analysis and
transient response and the transfer characteristics of linear circuit ele-
ments. In addition, wide-band amplifiers are discussed in detail.
Although the requirements for these amplifiers are not usually identical
with those used in waveform generation, many important data on the
operation of wideband amplifiers with and without feedback for wave-
form amplification are presented and are extremely valuable to the reader
of this book. The discussion of direct-coupled amplifiers, low-fre-
quency high-precision amplifiers, and frequency-selective amplifiers is also
useful.

Many of the circuits described in the present volume have been pre-
sented in earlier works, but the application of these circuits to radar has
resulted in basic improvements and in the extension of the operating
range of the circuits. The circuit technique previous to the war is well
represented in a number of textbooks to which the reader may refer.!

1 H. J. Reich, Theory and A pplications of Electron Tubes, McGraw-Hill, New York,
1944; ¥. E. Terman, Radio Engineers’ Handbook, McGraw-Hill, New York, 1943;
F. E. Terman, Radio Engineering, 2nd ed., McGraw-Hill, New York, 1937; M.L.T.
E. E. Staff, Applied Electronics, Wiley, New York, 1943; J. G. Brainerd et al.,, Ultra-
kigh-frequency Techniques, Van Nostrand, New York, 1942; O. S. Puckle, T%me Bases,
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1.3. Content of This Volume.—This book covers several definite
aspects of circuit techniques involving precisely controlled voltages and
currents of various waveforms. There are two introductory chapters
(2 and 3) dealing with operations on waveforms with linear and nonlinear
circuit elements. The application of these basic elements to the genera-
tion of waveforms is the subject of the next chapters (4, 5, 6, 7, and 8).
Sinusoids, pulses, rectangles, triangles, trapezoids, hyperbolas, parabolas,
and exponential waves of both voltage and current are considered in detail
with special regard to methods which ensure their rapid initiation and the
accurate control of their shape. The next two chapters of the book (9 and
10) are devoted to a discussion of the methods for analyzing a waveform
with respect to amplitude or time, and include the various methods of
selecting a portion of a given wave. Special emphasis is placed upon the
important process of marking the instant of equality of two waves, which
ig basic in precision timing techniques.

Variation of the parameters of amplitude- or time-analysis methods
also leads to important modulation and demodulation processes, and the
next chapters (11, 12, 13, and 14) treat those methods of modulation and
demodulation which have been found to be of most use in precision eir-
cuits. At this point the scope of the book is expanded to include opera-
tions with slowly varying voltages or mechanical signals, since many
important circuit operations depend upon modulation in accordance with
controllable shaft rotation. The complementary demodulation processes
are presented, and special emphasis is given to those circuits that are
suitable for operating with intermittent waveforms.

Theimportant process of linearly modulating the time interval between
two portions of a waveform (linear time modulation) is discussed in some
detail since this is a basic process in accurate time measurement, and a
sammary of methods is included. Tt isunfortunate that time did not per-
mit a presentation of the methods of frequency modulation and frequency
selection. Much of this material has been covered in standard texts and,
in addition, some twin-T selective circuits are given in Vol. 18, Chap. 10.

The next three chapters—15, 16, and 17—treat the basic aspects of
the synchronization of waveform generators to accomplish frequency
multiplication and division of sinusoids or pulses. Many of these proc-
esses depend upon aperiodic ¢ounting circuits, and a chapter is devoted
to their characteristics.

The precision of the basic processes described in the earlier chapters is
sufficient to permit a number of basic mathematical operations to be
carried out with reasonable accuracy. For example, a hyperbolic wave

Wiley, New York, 1943; W. B. Lewis, Electrical Counting, Cambridrc, London, 1942;
R. H. Miller, R. L. Garman, and M. E. Droz, Ezperimental Electronics, Prentice-Hall,
New York, 1943.
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may be used to solve a right triangle, or a parabolic wave may be gen-
erated to obtain the square of a quantity. Methods of addition, sub-
traction, differentiation, integration, multiplication, division, squaring,
and square-root extraction are given in Chaps. 18 and 19.

Chapter 20 treats the techniques used in the measurements of wave-
forms which can be carried out with a simple oscilloscope. This chapter
does not, however, treat oscilloscope-design principles.

The last chapters treat delay devices which are a specialized but
extremely important class of components in which an input wave is
reproduced at the output after a fixed delay. The cathode-ray-tube
storage device is the most recent and certainly the most versatile of these,
and the available data are summarized. In addition, a treatment of the
properties of electrical delay lines and supersonic devices is given in the
closing chapters.

1.4. Relation to the Succeeding Volumes.—The application of the
basic circuits of the present volume to the problems of radar range
measurement, precision data transmission, and computation is the con-
tent of the next two books, Vols. 20 and 21. In addition, the application
of the various timing waves to cathode-ray-tube display systems is the
subject of Vol. 22. Lastly, some of the timing and synchronizing circuits
are used in microwave receivers, the subject of Vol. 23. The interde-
pendence of this book and Vol. 20, Electronic Time Measurements, is,
however, the greatest, and much of the material of that book represents a
natural continuation from the material on time modulation and frequency
multiplication and division to the problem of synchronization and preci-
sion time measurement in radar systems. For example, Chap. 4 of Vol.
20, “Fixed-time Markers,” is a natural extension of the basic circuits for
frequency multiplication and division. Similarly the details of construe-
tion and performance of precision time modulators useful in radar systems
are given in Chaps. 5 and 6 of Vol. 20. Chapters 7, 8, and 9 of Vol. 20
give examples of manual and automatic time-measuring systems. Chap-
ters 10 and 11 continue the application of pulse-timing techniques to
precision data transmission, and Chap. 12 gives the detailed considera-
tions involved in the cancellation of waveforms through the use of super-
sonic delay devices.

The material of Vol. 21 dealing with automatic computation and
electronic-instrument servomechanisms depends to a certain extent on
the material of this volume. The portions of that book devoted to
voltage and current regulators and to design and construction practice
are of considerable importance for those interested in building a complete
apparatus that will perform satisfactorily under adverse conditions. In
addition, a portion of Vol. 21 is devoted to the characteristics of test
equipment for timing and computation devices.
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1.5. Method of Treatment.—The method of approach to the content
of this book is discussed in considerable detail later; but it is suitable to
state here that the main emphasis is upon what the circuit does, how it
does it, and what difficulties the circuit designer would have to avoid in
order to duplicate the results quoted. Wherever possible, a diagram of
a well-engineered circuit and the characteristics of precision components
are given.

A number of waveform photographs have been taken at various points
in these circuits and are believed to illustrate their operation better than
an equal amount of print.

The approach to the circuit technique described in this volume has
not been strictly mathematical but as much mathematics as has been
found useful has been included, and quantitative relationships are
given wherever possible. Some of the nonlinear circuits discussed—
notably the blocking oscillator and to a lesser extent the multivibrator
—pose very difficult and as yet unsolved mathematical problems, and
no rigorous mathematical design procedures are yet available which
apply in general to these circuits. A satisfactory approach to circuit-
design problems is described in the next section and includes a subdivision
of the operation of the nonlinear circuit into several stages, in each of
which the operation is approximately linear. In addition, an extremely
useful table for the shaping properties of various linear networks and a
simplified operator technique greatly implement the problems of circuit
design. Unfortunately, many of the circuit designs of this volume were
carried out without the benefit of these useful tools.

Of particular importance are the improvements in the precision,
reliability, and produecibility of the circuits described here since vast num-
bers of similar equipments have been called upon to operate under
singularly adverse conditions and have been required to give visual or
other indications to a high degree of precision. It is possible that the
enduring value of this work will lie more in the basic approaches to the
question of precision than in the specific circuits that have been developed
under the urgent stress of war conditions.

In approaching the problems of precision, reliability, and producibil-
ity, the circuit engineer has summarized these requirements by a single
requirement—*‘ designability "—that is, the development of circuits whose
operation can be predicted accurately. If component tolerances and the
conditions of service (temperature range, humidity, etc.) have been taken
into account and a single experimental model has been built, it is to be
expected that a ‘“designable” circuit can be reproduced in quantity with
no further difficulty. Although this circuit design often leads to the use
of more components than the minimum necessary, these extra components
are usually paid for in terms of increased reliability, producibility, and
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From Fig. 4-51b
Z, _ Z _ NZ,

sin 8 sin (¢ +B) sin ¢ cos B 4 cos ¢ sin (83)
N sin 8 = sin ¢ cos 8 + cos ¢ sin 8,
_ N — cos ¢
cot B8 = ~—sne (84)
But
cot § = tan a,
80
_ sin ¢ .
"7 o = cos 9) (85)

By setting the derivative of = with respect to ¢ equal to zero it can be

shown that the maximum value of r occurs for cos ¢ = 1/N. Substitut-
ing this in Eq. (85) gives

1 1

= — O~ .. ’6

WTmax ‘\/N2 —1 N ( )

Using the factor N and the desired total impedance Z as design

parameters, the following equations may be derived from inspection of

Fig. 4-51b:

R = Z sin 8, (87)

w—ZlCOS(tﬁ-l-ﬁ)

Zcos (s +8), (9

and

= Z cos B — (89)

1
wC oCy

where 8 is given by Eq. (84).

In order to make the phase-
shifted voltage equal in magni-
tude to the input voltage, an
amplifier is required.  Stabiliza- Fia. 45:&?;:*’22‘31?" 2;??;;‘?“*;.5‘1?' phase-
tion of the amplifier gain can
conveniently be achieved by use of negative feedback of the type
described in Chap. 2, a practical example of which is shown in
Fig. 4-52. The feedback components B’ and (' appear at the input
grid as an effective resistance R’/1 — A in series with a capacitance
(1 — A)(’, where A is the amplifier gain. Since A is numerically large
and is negative, these components comprise a small resistance in series
with a large capacitance and correspond to the R and C, of the preceding
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discussion. If R’ and €’ are so chosen that the output voltage equals
the voltage applied to the input network, 4 and A are identical; and if 4
is large, the magnitude of the impedance of B’ and €' will be approxi-
mately equal to the magnitude of the impedance of C.,.

The effect of a small change d4 in amplifier gain can be found in the
following way. Consider the generalized circuit of Fig. 4-53. The feed-
back factor is

-
a4
and in accordance with the explanation given in Chap. 2 of the behavior

of feedback amplifiers, the percentage change in output voltage for a
given percentage change in the value of A is given by

(90)

dA
dE, 4
Z, 1< Ap (91)
The over-all gain @ is given by
Z
e=L- 1z4 4 (92)
A
2 1~-4

since the apparent value of Z{ is reduced by the feedback. The feedback
factor B can be written in terms of G and 4 by combining Egs. (90) and
(92). Thus

G- A
B= 20—y (93)
and Eq. (91) becomes
dA
dB, A _G—14d4
B, " _G-A A-14 &4)
G -1
In general, E, is a complex quantity and can be written
Ea = lEaieiar (95)
and
dE, = d|E.lef® + j\E,le1%dg, (96)
so that
dE, _ d|E,] .
E, <R -+ jdé. (97)

For the circuit of Fig. 452, the impedances Z| and Z] are so chosen that
the output voltage E, is equal in magnitude to the input voltage ¥ and
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differs in phase by an angle ¢ + =. The term 7 in the angle occurs
because of the 180° phase shift produced by the amplifier A. Therefore,
the gain G is

G = ¢ = cos (¢ + 7) + jsin (¢ + 7). (98)
Substituting this value of G in Eq. (94) gives
dE, (cos(¢+m)—1  jsin (¢ +7)
E,,_[ /s i My g | ]dA’ (99)

and from Equation (97), equating real and imaginary parts

diE,| _cos(¢+m) —1dA

Bl - 4A-1 4
6 - =R con
and .
de = fii ¢ %- (101)

These equations show that if A is large, the output signal is very little
affected, either in amplitude or phase, by small changes in amplifier gain.
It should be pointed out that in
the amplification process the signal £

has been inverted, or shifted in
phase by 180°. As a result the z,
over-all phase shift is somewhere
between 180° and 270° instead of
between 0° and 90°. The signal

can be reinverted by the simple Z)
expedient of inserting a resistance
in the plate circuit of V;in Fig. 4-52
equal to the resistance in the cath-
ode circuit and taking the signal
from the plate. The range of operation thus includes the first and third
quadrants.

Unfortunately, an attempt to cover the two remaining quadrants by
interchanging resistance and capacitance or by substituting inductance
for the capacitance results in a time constant for the transient which is
very long instead of very short. The second and fourth quadrants can
be covered, however, by using two RC-feedback circuits in series. For
example, one type of phase-shifting condenser requires three input

“voltages differing in phase by 120°. One circuit like the one in Fig. 4-52

ro E,

L

F1a. 4-53.—Generalized feedback phase-
shifting circuit.
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can be used to produce a leading phase of 240°, and a second identical
circuit operated from the output of the first will give a total phase shift
of 480° lead. These two are equivalent respectively to a 120° lag and
a 120° lead.

As has been pointed out above, the limit of phase shift obtainable
with this scheme is 90° (or 270°). This limit cannot actually be achieved
E unless A is infinite. Since the need
l ’ for phase shifts of 90° is frequently

G £ encountered, it is desirable to extend
the limit slightly to include this angle.

-1 This can be done by replacing C, in

L z\ |¥? Fig. 451 by an inductance as shown

in Fig. 4-54¢. If wL = R/N, where N
R is still the ratio of Z to Z,, it is evi-
dent that Z; will lead Z by 90°. The
= required value of C: is given by
(a) (b) 1
F1g. 4-5¢.—Circuit for shifting phase of oCs = (N? + 1)wL. (102)
pulsed oscillation by 90°. 2
The introduction of an inductance in this circuit makes the transient
term a damped sinusoidal oscillation instead of a simple decaying expo-
nential. A complete solution of the differential equation shows that the

2
transient term has a frequency . /%— <+ 1 times the frequency of the

applied voltage and is damped with a time constant 2/Nw. The initial
amplitude of the tramnsient is ap- . _ . . ... .
proximately 2/+/3 times the steady xS
state output amplitude if N is
large. The same method of am-
plification can be used with this
modification. Figure 4-55 is a pho-
tograph of a 16-kc¢/sec pulsed oscil-
lation shifted in phase by 90° by
this method.

It would appear that by increas- e o i
i H Fia. 4-55.—16-kc/sec pulsed oscillation
lslllge::gl;all::g(;f‘ 2’113 Eass)?)f }2218130;; shifted 90° in phas/e by cﬁcuit of Fsig. 4-54.
obtained. It is found, however, that as the phase angle increases from
99° the time constant for the transient term rapidly becomes very large.

4.17. Phase-splitting Amplifier.—A very economical method of split-
ting a pulsed oscillation into two components differing in phase by 90°
is illustrated in Fig. 4-56. Pulsed oscillations are applied to the grid
of a high-g,, pentode. The impedance in the cathode circuit consists of
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a parallel resistance R; and capacitance C; the plate circuit impedance
ig a parallel resistance R, and inductance L. If B,, L, Ly, and C are so
chosen that

B,
Ry = ol (103)
and
1
R, = =0 (104)

the plate and cathode impedances
are equal in magnitude and differ
by 90° in phase as shown in Fig.
4-8.* Since the mutual conduct-
ance is high the voltage at the
cathode reproduces very closely
the input voltage, the current
being whatever is required to pro-
duce this voltage. The same cur-
rent flows in the plate and cathode
circuits and since the impedance
vectors in these two circuits are
equal in magnitude and mutually perpendicular, the voltage at the plate
equals the cathode voltage but is shifted in phase by 90°.

The only restrictions on the impedance elements are given by Egs.
(103) and (104). It would appear possible, therefore, to make R, and
wL infinite, that is, leave them out altogether,
or to make R, infinite and C zero. The first
possibility is ruled out, however, because it
leaves no d-¢ path for the tube current. The
second possibility is impractical because the
sudden rise of current in the plate circuit
excites oscillations at the antiresonant fre-
quency of the inductance and its distributed
. R, capacitance. The best results are obtained
= I \Z}, when R, is chosen for critical damping.

- The function of phase-shifting can con-
J veniently be combined with the production
Fia. d;‘jg;‘g::‘l‘iir'i‘z?ﬁega“ce of the pulsed oscillations. Since the voltage

§ g Son at the cathode reproduces the grid voltage,
the cathode may be used as a source for the feedback voltage necessary
to sustain the pulsed oscillations at constant amplitude. Figure 4-58
shows a combined pulsed oscillator and phase shifter. In this figure B,
of Eq. (103) is the combination of R, and R, in series, paralleled by R,

3 The graphical combination of parallel impedances has been explained in Sec. 4-12.

Fie. 4-56.—Method of shifting phase of
pulsed oscillation by 90°.
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and twice Rs. It is necessary to take 2 X Rs, because the impedance
from the center tap of the oscillator inductance to ground is equal to
the feedback resistance. Figure4-59
is a photograph of waveforms ob-
tained at the cathode and plate of the
g, circuit in Fig. 4-58.

4-18. Pulsed Oscillations for Use
|~ with Synchros.—In Chap. 13 of this
4 volume the use of synchros for shift-
ing phase continuously is discussed.

£,

Neg. gate

-—]

phase shifter. circuit of Fig. 4-58.

It is shown there that the necessary input current waveforms for use
with pulse oscillations are of the form

21 =K t<0
i1=Asinwt+K1 t>0
12 = K, t <0 (105)

‘I:z=—ACOSwt+K2+A t>0

where A, K, and K, are constants.
These waveforms are illustrated in Fig. 4-60. The waveform of

L

e
ol =————-

t —=

(6)

F1a. 4-60.—Current waveforms for synchro phase shifter.
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Fig. 4-60q is (except for a change of sign) just the voltage waveform pro-
duced by a pulsed oscillator and is easily obtained. The waveform of
Fig. 4-60b is more difficult to obtain because of the shift in average level
during the interval of oscillation. Note, however, that Fig. 4:60b is
just the current waveform in the inductance of the pulsed oscillator. If
a small resistance is placed in series with the grounded end of this induc-
tance, a waveform approximately equal to the one illustrated is obtained.
The effect of this added resistance on the pulsed oscillator is to change
the phase in which the oscillations start by a small amount, and to
increase the amount of feedback necessary to maintain constant ampli-
tude. The quality of the oscillations is not impaired if the added resist-
ance is small. The voltage across this resistance
will be 90° out of phase with the voltage across the
inductance but not with the total voltage, which
appears at the top of the inductance. This phase
error can be compensated for by adding a small
component of capacitive reactance to the resist- A oL
ance so that the impedance vector of this branch
is at right angles to the total impedance vector Z
as shown in Fig. 4-61.
Since the voltage across the resistance is small
compared with the oscillator output, an amplifier R
i8 required to make the two waveforms equal in
amplitude. This amplifier may be stabilized in
the same way as the amplifier for the phase shifter
described in Sec. 4-17, that is, by increasing the
size of the resistor and by returning it not to  Fic. 461.—Vector-
> impedance diagram for
ground but to the output of the amplifier. The cathode circuit of modi-
value of the resistance produced in this case should fied pulsed oscillator.
be approximately equal to the reactance of the oscillator inductance.
A complete circuit is shown in Fig. 4-62. The oscillator differs from
the one previously described in that the grid of the clamp tube V; is
returned to E, instead of ground. This is necessary because the induct-
ance in the cathode circuit is returned through the resistor R to a point
that is at a positive potential with respect to ground. If the grid of V,
were at ground potential, no quiescent current would flow in the induct-
ance and no oscillations would be produced. The resistor E; is made
variable to provide an adjustment for the amplitude of the phase-shifted
output, and the phase-compensating condenser C is shunted by a variable
resistance K, to set the phase precisely. The output waveforms are
applied to the grids of two pentodes whose plate circuits contain the
synchro primary windings P; and P,. Because of the high plate resist-
ance of the pentodes and the current feedback from the large unbypassed

1
we
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cathode resistors, the currents in the synchro windings reproduced the
input voltage waveforms accurately.’

16 k¢ /sec pulsed Phase shifting Qutput
oscillator network

E, + 250v Synchro stators.

65k

=

l ' Waveform at (@) -\/\_/¥
Wavetormat @ —/ V-

Fi1c. 4-62.—Circuit for synchro pbase shifter for 16-ke/sec pulsed oscillations.

1]
F16. 4-63.—Waveforms produced by circuit of Fig. 4-62.

Figures 4-63a and 4-63b are photographs of the voltage waveforms
at the grids of Vs and V.

1 The validity of this statement is discussed in Chaps. 8 and 12.



CHAPTER 5
GENERATION OF FAST WAVEFORMS

INTRODUCTION

By Davip SayrE

The preceding chapter described the generation of sine waves, which
may be regarded as the ‘‘smoothest’ oscillations possible. There are,
however, a great many uses for waveforms of precisely the opposite
nature—namely, waveforms that are as abrupt as possible—and it is the
generation of such waveforms that this chapter will treat. Such wave-
forms are useful primarily in #msng applications because a definite
instant in time can be associated
much more accurately and un- _.r_ _m_ __/\_
equivocally with the moment of
“abruptness” in such waveforms
than with any portion of a __'&__ _./]_ _l/]_
“smooth”” waveform. Speed, rel- (d)
ative of course to the time scale
being used, is therefore a most .rr_rrL _J—/\—L
valuable property of such wave- J\/\
forms, and in general the purpose
of this chapter will be to describe (9) (h) (@)
how to generate pulses of short Fra. 5t.—Examples of abrupt wave-
total duration and rectangles with ;‘ﬁ’::;: b f;:t‘frii‘i‘:;t’;';;.(&nfg“:ﬁf;:; 9
short rise and fall times. In an- triangle; () trapezoid; (g) pulsed sine wave;
ticipation of later discussion, it (h) staircase; (7) triangle on a pedestal.
may be stated that under the best conditions the times involved can be
measured in hundredths of a mierosecond.

A large number of abrupt waveforms can be imagined, a few examples
of which are given in Fig. 5-1. Of these only the simplest—pulses and
rectangles—will be discussed in this chapter; the more complex wave-
forms involve additional processes like differentiation, integration, modu-
lation, addition, etc., and will be discussed in other chapters.

5-1. Methods and Principles in the Generation of Fast Wayeforms.—
The several types of circuit that can be used to generate abrupt wave-
forms will be classified somewhat arbitrarily as follows for the purpose of

later description:
159
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1. Multivibrators and phantastron-type circuits.
2. Blocking oscillators.
3. Delay-line pulse generators.

Only the first of these methods will be described in this chapter;
blocking oscillators and delay-line pulse generators are treated in Chap. 6;
and certain pulse sharpeners and squaring circuits are described in
Chap. 9.

Since these circuits generate waveforms that differ so sharply from
sine waves, it 1s to be expected that they possess in common some property
that distinguishes them from sine-wave generators. This common prop-
erty is the utilization of a nonlinear element. Perfect sine waves could
be generated without any such element. Abrupt waveforms, however
cannot be generated without some operation with a nonlinear element:

and in general, the more abrupt

the nonlinearity, the more abrupt

the waveform which can be gen-

i erated. For this reason theanaly-

®  sis of any of these circuits, unlike

@ that of a sine-wave oscillator,

b must take as its starting point the

¢ nonlinearities of its elements.

Knowledge about the properties of

€ these elements, their utilization in

circuits, and the analysis of such

circuits will therefore be of prime

importance to the reader through-

out this chapter, and he would do well to have the material of Chap. 3
well in mind before reading further.

It has already been stated that the most important property of
abrupt waveforms is their speed at certain instants, but this is precisely
the property which is most difficult to obtain. The maximum speed
of the waveform at any point of a circuit is almost always limited by the
ability of the circuit to deliver a large current to (or remove a large
current from) that point in order to charge or discharge rapidly the
capacity which loads the point. Thus, if a circuit is to generate fast
waveforms, loading capacities must be small and peak currents through
them must be large.

These principles are illustrated by the simple limiting amplifier of
Fig. 5-2. In this figure tube characteristic ¢ is inferior to characteristics
a and b because a longer time is required to turn the tube on and off.
C, should be kept as small as possible by using a tube with a small out-
put capacity, designing the succeeding stage to have a small input capac-

Fia. 5-2.—Limiting amplifier.
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ity, and wiring the circuit carefully. Rs should be small so that on the
trailing edge of the pulse there will be a large current recharging C.,.
The lower limit of Rs is determined by the required output amplitude,
and for this reason tube characteristic a is superior to characteristic b
since it permits a larger output pulse with an equally fast rise time, or an
equal pulse with a faster rise time. €, should be kept small, which is
more difficult to do with a triode than with a pentode because of the
Miller effect. Finally, Ry should be as small as is consistent with good
limiting in order that large currents be available for charging and dis-
charging C,.

From these considerations can be gained, therefore, an accurate
conception of the problems involved in the generation of fast waveforms.
First, elements must be found whose nonlinearity is as abrupt as possible.
Modern triodes and pentodes! exist which for ordinary plate voltages
cut off with —4 volts on the grid and which display a transconductance
of as much as 10,000 umhos at zero grid voltage. As stated in Chap. 3,
gas tubes and positive feedback circuits have a jump discontinuity in
their characteristic and hence display a very large transconductance at
one point.

Second, these elements must be capable of delivering high peak
currents although the average current may often be small. The vacuum
tubes just mentioned are capable of peak cathode currents of 1 amp or
more,? and the same figure holds for small thyratrons. Finally, capaci-
ties to ground from critical points must be small. Many of the miniature
tubes which have been developed during recent years have input and
output capacities whose sum is less than 5 uuf; regular size tubes usually
show approximately double these capacities.

6-2. Applications.—It has already been stated that abrupt waveforms
find important use as time indices, and that speed is an important prop-
erty of such waveforms if the order of time resolution is to be high.
Examples of such applications are: time modulation, measurement of
time intervals, pulse frequency division, etc.

A related set of applications are those in which abrupt waveforms,
themselves the produtts of nonlinear elements, are used to alter the
behavior of other such elements during definite intervals of time. Such
“gating” applications, as they are usually called, are exemplified by
intensity gating of a cathode-ray tube, sensitivity gating of a receiver,
time selection by means of a coincidence pulse, ete. In such applications
a second requirement is often placed upon the shape of the gating wave-
form: not only must its rise and fall times be short, but also its top must

1Triodes: 7F8, 6J4. Pentodes: 6AC7, 6AG7, 6AKS5.

2See R. B. Woodbury, ‘“Pulse Characteristics of Common Receiver-type Tubes,”
RL Report No. 704, April 30, 1945.
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be flat so that the performance of the gated element will be constant
during the whole gating period—that is, rectangles, and not merely
pulses, are required for such purposes.

6-3. Other Practical Design Considerations.—Shape of the output
waveform (including speed and flatness of top), although usually the most
important single consideration, is by no means the only one influencing
the choice of circuit for a given application. The following list of design
considerations is therefore included to provide a frame of reference by
which the reader can assess the merits of a particular circuit for a par-
ticular application.

1. Shape of the waveform. The importance of speed in timing
applications and of speed and flatness of top in gating applica-
tions has already been mentioned.

. Amplitude of the waveform.

3. Load across which the output waveform is to be taken. Unless
the generating circuit has a very small internal impedance, the
output waveform will depend in both shape and amplitude upon
the nature of the load impedance across which it is to be taken.
For example, a eircuit which can deliver a fast waveform across a
resistance may not be able to do so across a capacity, and one
which can deliver a flat-topped waveform across a resistance may
not be able to do so across an inductance.

4. Polarity of the waveform.

5. Number of stable states, Fast waveform generators can be
designed to have 0, 1, or 2 stable states. Typical waveforms

Astable ! ‘ ‘ I I l
Circu
Monostable ] ] l |
l l l 1
H I I l [ Bistable I | l l [ I
circuit

Frae. 5-3.—Action of circuits with 0, 1, and 2 stable states.

[

for each are shown in Fig. 5:3. A circuit with 0 stable states,
called “astable’ or ‘‘free-running,” generates a continuous train -
of waves and requires 0 triggers to execute a complete cycle; a
circuit with 1 stable state, called a “monostable” or “flip-flop”
circuit, requires 1 trigger for each complete cycle; and finally a
eircuit with two stable states, called a ‘“bistable” or “scale of
two” circuit, generates merely a step function for each trigger
and therefore requires two triggers for each complete cycle. An
astable circuit can sometimes be used as a quasi-monostable or
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quasi-bistable circuit by triggering it at a rate high compared
with its own natural frequency; likewise a monostable circuit
may be used as a quasi-bistable circuit.

6. Control over frequency, pulse duration, etc. In many timing
operations it is necessary to have control over the various time
relationships between the fast portions of the output waveform.
In pulse frequency modulation, for instance, the recurrence fre-
quency of a train of pulses is varied, whereas in time modulation,
the time interval between pulse pairs or the width of a pulse is
varied (see Chap. 13). The circuit control characteristics per-
taining both to accuracy and to range of control are therefore
important considerations.

7. Recovery time. Rapid recovery is important in many applica-
tions where the circuit will be required to perform its cycles in
rapid succession.

8. Triggering. The necessary amplitude, duration, and polarity of
the trigger are sometimes important considerations. Also the
effect of variations in the trigger upon circuit performance may
be important.

9. Stability. Stability of the output waveform (in shape, ampli-
tude, and all its time relationships) against changes in line
voltage, tubes, etc. is often a prime necessity.

10. Economy, reliability, designability, ete.

MULTIVIBRATORS

The discussion of multivibrators will be arranged as follows. Because
the action of a multivibrator can be divided naturally into two parts—
the generation of the step function and the establishment of the time
interval—the first section 5-4 will describe circuits which perform only
one of these actions, that is, bistable multivibrators, in which only the
generation of the step function is performed, and in which there is no tim-
ing process. The following section 5-5, deseribing monostable multivibra-
tors, will introduce the method whereby one of the formerly stable states is
rendered only quasi-stable and its duration is established. Section 56
will describe the basic astable multivibrators, in which both states are
only quasi-stable. In all three of these sections both plate-to-grid-
coupled and cathode-coupled varieties will be presented. The succeed-
ing two sections, 5-7 and 5-8, will discuss in greater detail the processes of
step-function generation and timing, as carried out in one representative
circuit. From this discussion will be obtained certain general conclusions
which are of considerable design value. Finally, the later sections, 59
to 5:14, will discuss ways of operating or modifying the basic circuits to
obtain certain desirable performance characteristies.
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6-4. Bistable Multivibrators.—The basic plate-to-grid—coupled bista-
ble multivibrator! is illustrated in Fig. 5-4.

The operation of this circuit depends upon the fact that a stable
configuration can exist either with ¥, on and V, off, or with V, off and
Vs on, and that a rapid change from one configuration to the other can
be initiated by suitably injecting a triggering pulse into the circuit. If,
initially, V, is on, its plate is at some voltage low enough to keep V; off
and the plate of V; is in turn at a voltage high enough to keep V; on.
When a negative trigger is applied to the plate of V. through the diode
V4, Viis cut off and V. becomes

t,'{;ﬁ‘e’ﬁs . conducting. (It should be noticed
—[-”-ﬂ—" % that the injected trigger will go to
the plate of V, and not of V, be-

+Eg cause the plate of the diode V;is so
b3 s much lower than its cathode that

y, Do conduction is possible even dur-

% I C, ing the trigger.) Because of C,
+—i —t which like C; is called a ‘‘speed-

ing-up” condenser, the fast nega-

tive-going edge of the trigger is

brought to the grid of V,; V) is

thus cut off, its plate rises and

. thereby raises the grid of V,, and

) this rise in turn augments the action

i, f of the trigger by lowering the plate

~Ey, of Vy still farther. V), is thus rap-

Fie. 5-4—Basic plate-to-grid—coupled bi- idly turned off and ¥V, turned on,

stable multivibrator. and the net result of the trigger is

to carry the circuit from one stable configuration to the other. The
waveforms of this circuit are shown in Fig. 5-5.

These waveforms have two main uses. Since the waveform at one
of the plates has one-half as many rising edges as there are input triggers,
the circuit can be used to divide by 2 the number of triggers coming
from any source. Also, the two plate waveforms are useful for the
electronic switching of waveforms, when, for instance, it is desired to
display two different waveforms on alternate sweeps in a cathode-ray
tube.

Since the total current drawn by the circuit is approximately the
same throughout the cycle, the insertion of a moderately bypassed common
cathode resistor of the proper value will provide a suitable bias and will
permit the negative supply to be eliminated. Such a circuit is shown in

1 Bistable circuits have also been called ‘‘scaling” circuits, ‘‘scale-of-two”’ circuits,
and in England “‘lockover” circuits.
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Fig. 56. Because the cathode bias developed will accommodate itself
to the voltages and components being used, this circuit is considerably
less sensitive to changes in the operating conditions than that of Fig. 5-4.

The analogous cathode-coupled bistable multivibrator is illustrated
in Fig. 5-7. In this circuit, also,
two stable configurations are pos-

f e

sible: one with V3 on, in which 1w Lo
case the cathode of V, is high 7 BEE
enough to cut that tube off; the P i '
other with V, on, in which case | Cathodes of ¥} and ¥;
the grid of V5 is low enough to cut *Epy :

that tube off. The transition - T : {

from one state to the other may be
initiated by injecting a trigger, or
by raising or lowering the grid

It is this latter method of con-

. L. . o Plate of 1
trol which is illustrated in the £ ' ‘o’ 2
waveforms of Fig. 5-8. Here V, [ 8"
is initially on and Vi is off. As e
the grid of V, is raised, there ! : Gi"idkcf K?""’"‘"‘. o

comes a point where current begins i
to flow in Vy; the plate of V' and e ap
. ! e
the grid of V, drop; consequently | .
the current through R, decreases, =
the cathode of V', drops, and thus
turns V, on more rapidly. At a
definite voltage of the input wave-
form, therefore, the circuit flips
over. Similarly, it will flop back
on the trailing edge of the mput,
but at a lower voltage. This dif-
ference in critical voltages is a
consequence of the ‘‘hysteresis
effect” which is always presentin £ PN T N
relaxation oscillators, and which Fig. 5-5.—Waveforms of the plate-to-grid-
is discussed in Chap. 3. Theout-  Trr tince war ahot 1amn ey 1ok 8
put on the plate of ¥, is thus a amplitude of the plate waveforms about 130
square wave whose duration is 'O

equal to the time spent by the input between its two critical voltages.
Taking the output from the plate of ¥, instead of from some-other point
has the advantages of speed and flexibility since the stray capacity from
that point to ground is small and since almost any type of load may be

’ e
Grid of ¥,
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attached without seriously affecting the performance of the rest of the
circuit. These advantages can be increased, in this and all other cathode-
coupled types, by making V, a heavy-current tube, reducing r,, and
returning the cathode of V; to a point only part way up R,.

The uses to which this circuit can be put are easily inferred from its
waveforms. It has been used as a means of squaring an input pulse; as
a regenerative amplitude comparison circuit (see Chap. 3); and as a sort
of peak-reading voltmeter that indicates whether the input signal ever
attains the critical voltage at which the circuit will flip over.

In this and all other cathode-coupled multivibrators greater regenera-
tion can be obtained by also coupling the plate of V, to the grid of V,

*+E,—1

Input
triggers

1t

T
+E

P

Vi _ V2
=

Fie. 5-6.—Plate-to-grid—coupled bistable Fra. 5:7.—Basic cathode-coupled bistable
multivibrator with cathode bias. multivibrator.

to obtain a circuit which is both plate-to-grid— and cathode-coupled.
This usually inereases somewhat the speed with which the change of
state is accomplished, but does so at the expense of losing the “free”
plate of V,.

6-6. Monostable Multivibrators.—If in the bistable circuit of Fig.
5-4 the a~c—d-¢ coupling from the plate of Vy to the grid of ¥V, were
replaced by an ordinary a-c coupling, the negative square wave on the
plate of V1 would come through to the grid of Vs not as a square wave
but as the exponential wave shown in Fig. 59. Thus V; could not remain
turned off indefinitely—that is, the state in which ¥V, is off and V, is on
would become a quasi-stable state, the duration of which would be
determined by the time necessary for the grid of V. to recover exponen-
tially to a voltage where V; can begin to draw current again and where
the circuit flops back to its other (stable) state. Because of its funda-
mental role in establishing the duration of the quasi-stable state, the
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exponential waveform is called the * timing waveform” and the coupling
condenser and resistor which determine its time constant are called the
“timing condenser” and ‘‘timing resistor.”

From these considerations is derived the basic plate-to-grid—coupled
monostable multivibrator! shown in Fig. 5:10. It should be noticed
that the timing resistor R is returned not to ground but to the plate
supply. This is done, when R is
not too small, in order to increase
the slope of the timing exponen-
tial at the moment of pickoff and
thus improve the stability of dura-
tion of the generated rectangle.

Figure 5-11 illustrates the wave-
forms of this circuit. Initially the
circuit is in its stable state, with ¥,

©Grdot¥,

on because of R, and V, off because b e ‘
of the drop in 7., When the nega- = 7 .
tive trigger is injected at the plate . ° - Plateof ¥

of V; it is coupled by C to the grid
of Vg; V2 is cut off; the plate of V»

rises rapidly, and this rise which is o s

coupled by C; to the grid of V, Gridof V.

turns V; on. As V) turns on, the o

negative swing of the plate rein- .- | s

forces the effect of the trigger. =~ —— Y/\r

Thus, after a very short time, V, 0, Cathodes of ‘,;.é’,/,d"vz*i‘ .

has been turned on and V; has been . Shothoa2

turned off. This state, as pointed o e

out above, is only quasi-stable, how- ‘ .

ever, because the charge on C . e

leaks away through R and conse- . Plate of ¥, .

quently the grid of Vg rises expo- “ o S
Fia. 5-8.—Waveforms of the cathode-

nentiauy toward EPP \until it coupled bistable multivibrator of Fig. 5-7.
reaches the critical voltage —FE,  The trace was about 1250 usec long; the
at which V', begins to turn on again 5" ‘gl:t;b‘?utoéotsgh‘:_aveiorm at the plate
and the circuit flops rapidly and
regeneratively back to its initial state, where it remains until another
trigger is injected.

A restatement of the timing mechanism might be that two processes
are involved: (1) the generation of a timing waveform (the exponential
on the grid of V5); and (2) the ““picking-off’ of the timing waveform at a

LEANT

1 Monostable multivibrators have also been called *flip-flops,” ‘“one-shot multi-

vibrators,” and “gating multivibrators.”
' g
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definite voltage by a nonlinear element in order to provide the signal
marking the end of the desired time interval. This second process is
called “amplitude comparison’’ and is described in Chap. 3. In the
circuit of Fig. 5-10 V, is the nonlinear element and ~E, is the pickoff
voltage.

The origin of the overshoots in several of the waveforms is to be
found at the grid of V.. During the interval when V. is off, the timing
condenser C is being discharged. During the other portion of the cycle,
therefore, it must be recharged, the electron current taking the path
from the cathode to the grid of V,, right to left through C, and up through
r1. Since the diode formed by the grid and cathode of V', does not have
zero forward resistance, this current produces on the grid a small positive
signal which also appears amplified and inverted on the plate of ¥, and
the grid of ¥V;. This flow of current, which will last until C is completely
recharged, is also the cause of the +E,,
slow rise in the waveform at the
plate of V;. Thus the recharging n
of C is a bothersome problem, es-
pecially when very narrow pulses or

I ’From plate
of V)

>
R 2 7

Input
trigger

. —j—4
Yo grid T=RC
of T

— - E,
— a9
Fie. 59.—Method of generating the Fia. 5-10.—Basic plate-to-grid—coupled
exponential timing waveform in a multi- monostable multivibrator.
vibrator.

very rapid repetition of the cyele is desired, and special provisions must
be made (see Sec. 5-11) for reducing the recharging time. A similar
effect may take place at the grid of V; when that tube is turned on if C,
is made any larger than just sufficient to match the stray capacity from
the grid of V; to ground.

The usefulness of such a eircuit is obvious; it is used when rectangles
of a predetermined duration are desired, one rectangle for each trigger
injected.

Figure 512 shows the corresponding cathode-coupled monostable
multivibrator, and Fig. 5-13 its waveforms.

The initial and stable state is with V; on and V, off. The diode V,
is used to define the initial level of the grid of V; this level would other-
wise vary greatly according to the electrode structure and cathode emis-
sion of V,. When a negative trigger is injected through V;, V', is turned
off and the cathode of V', dropping to within a few volts of the grid of V,
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A negative rectangle is thus generated at the plate of V,

and, after differentiation in the timing network RC, becomes the exponen-

tial timing waveform on the grid of V..

therefore, the grid of V, crosses the
grid base of ¥V, and the circuit re-
verts quickly to its original state.

The circuit has two very useful
properties. First, fast waveforms
can be obtained in either polarity,
positive from the plate of V, and
negative from the cathodes of V,
and Vi Second, it is found that
over nearly the entire operating
range the duration of the rectangle
generated is a linear function of the
voltage impressed on the grid of V.
Thus, by changing the setting of
the potentiometer P, the duration
of the rectangle can be increased
steadily from almost zero to its full
value, with a linearity which may
be as good as 0.2 per cent of full
range.! Qualitatively, the increase
in rectangle duration with the grid
voltage of V; is due to (1) the in-
crease in the amplitude of thé nega-
tive rectangle at the plate of V,
with the consequent increase in the
negative voltage from which the
grid of ¥ must recover and (2) the
decrease in the amplitude of the neg-
ative rectangle at the cathodes, with
the consequent increase in the volt-
age to which the grid of ¥, must
recover. These factsareillustrated
by the waveforms in Fig. 513,
where the photographs were taken

After a definite time interval,

g

-

' Cathode of ¥

J
Plate of ¥

 m———— [ S —
Grid of ¥,

Fi1e. 5-11.—Waveforms of the plate-to~
grid—coupled monostable multivibrator of
Fig. 5:10. The trace was about 1250 usec
long; the amplitude of the waveform at the
plate of ¥, about 130 volts.

for two positions of the potentiometer P,
As in the previous circuit, the recharging of (' is responsible for certain
overshoots and other defects of the trailing edges of the waveforms.

! The eircuit of Fig. 5:12 shows poor design in one respect. The cathode of V.
should be returned to the bleeder which contains P so that variation in the bleeder
resistances will tend to make the grid levels move together.
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It should be noticed that the bistable circuit of Fig. 5-7 has two a-c-d-¢
coupling paths, from the plate of Vi to the grid of V; and from the

1

PR

<E Rk T

Fi1g. 5-12.—Basic cathode-coupled monostablt; multivibrator (timing network in gnd
circuit).

cathode of V. back to the cathode of V;. The monostable circuit of

Fig. 512 was obtained by replacing the former of these a-c-d-c paths

T, ey by an a-c path. As might be ex-

. . pected, a perfectly satisfactory cir-

T ~ cuit may be obtained by replacing
 Cathode of ¥ o the second path instead of th(? ﬁr§t.
~ o : . Figure 5-14 shows such a circuit,
ST, i . -
S ,,f : / 5 and Fig. 515 its waveforms.
’ : The stable state is with V; on
Plate ¢f.V, " = © and Vgoff. Thetrigger permitsthe

plate of Vi to rise and this rise is
. coupled to the grid of V, The

! Grid of ¥, . cathode of V;is thus lifted ; because
- ‘ : ) , of O the cathode of V,is also lifted
rm———— i o 1 )

‘ i and V' is turned off still further.
¢ The circuit is now in its quasi-stable

" o state. Electron current is flowing
Piate of ¥, up R, from left to right through C,
- 1 and up through V.. This current
Cathodes of ¥, and ¥} .+ through C causes the cathode of V;

i SHEE to fall exponentially toward —Ex
6. 513—Waveforms of the cathode-  with a time constant of RC seconds,
coupled monostable multivibrator of Fig. d it i hi ial which
512. The trace was about 1250 pseclong; a1 it 1s this exponential whic
the amplitude of the waveform at the plate  times the duration of the rectangle.
of Vs about 90 volts. Finally, the cathode falls far enough
to permit V; to come on again; the plate of V, falls and with it the grid
of Ve; and V, is cut off once more. The overshoots are caused by the
recharging of C' through r and V.

b il S i s s
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The unusual feature of this circuit is that the timing network is in a
cathode circuit and not in a grid circuit. Such an arrangement is
especially valuable for the generation of very short rectangles since B
can be made small. The circuit is also favorable for the generation of
short rectangles because the plate
of Vs is free; a fast waveform can
therefore be taken from it.

6-6. Astable Multivibrators.—
In Fig. 5-16 is illustrated the basic
plate-to-grid—coupled astable mul-
tivibrator,! derived from the mono-
stable form in Fig. 5-10. By the
replacement of the one remaining - o
a-c-d-¢ coupling with an a-c cou- = . Cathodeof i

Sathade of g

pling both states are made quasi- = e -
stable. The waveforms are shown | & .0 o 0 ' k|
in Fig. 5-17. i o A
e , |
+Epp f
! 3 . . » / 1
1 T ' i , -
W Plate of V :
v o~ Lokl .
Input It ﬁJ| i i
trigger — o o v ;
S —G--
I - ——
$3p¢ | 37
= $ Grid of ¥
] sl B
3= : i |
Plate of 1, ‘
FiG. 5-14.—Another form of cathode- Frg. 5-15.—Waveforms of the cathode-
coupled monostable multivibrator (timing coupled monostable multivibrator of Fig.
network in cathode circuit). 5-14, The trace was about 1250 pusec

long; the amplitude of the waveform at the
plate of V2 about 50 volts.

A cathode-coupled astable multivibrator can be obtained by combin-
ing the two monostable forms described in the last section. Such a
circuit is useful mainly as a highly unsymmetrical oscillator, with one

1 Agtable multivibrators have been called ‘“free-running” or “self-running’’ types.
In England, the word multivibrator tends to be restricted to astable circuits.
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part of the cycle much shorter than
the other. It will be described in
Sec. 5-11, on highly unsymmetrical
astable multivibrators,

A symmetrical astable multivi-
brator, which makes use of the same
condenser for timing both halves of
the eyele, is shown in Fig. 5-18 and
its waveforms are illustrated in Fig,
5-19.

It should be noticed that al-
though a-¢ cross couplings are used
from each plate to the opposite grid,
the time constants are made very
long compared with the period of
the multivibrator. There is, there-
fore, effectively no differentiation
or timing action in those networks,
and the timing action is confined to
the network consisting of C, R,,
and R,. The advantages in using
a-¢ instead of a-c-d-¢ cross cou-
plings are ease of design and free-
dom from the necessity of using
accurate components.

Initially ¥V, is off and V; is on.
Electron current is flowing up
through R;, from left to right
through C, and up through V, to
the plate supply. This current

iy

-

plate-ta-grid—coupled
astable multivibrater,

Fra. §16.—Basic

GENERATION OF FAST WAVEFORMS

{SEc. 56

Gridot ¥,

L Plate of V;

Fia. 517—Waveforms of the plate-to-
grid-coupled astable multivibrator of Fig.
5-16. The trace was sabout 1250 usec
long; the amplitude of the plate waveforms
about 180 volts,
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through C is causing the cathode of V. to fall toward ground along
an exponential with a time constant R,C. Incidentally, the plate of
V2 and therefore the grid of V; are rising because the current through V,
decreases as C charges. Thus the cathode and grid of V', are approaching
each other, and, after a definite time, current can begin to flow in V,. A
regenerative action now takes place,
in which both the plate-to-grid
and cathode couplings are involved.
After a very short time, therefore,
a new configuration is realized, in
which V;1s on and V3 is off. The
action now takes place exactly as
before, except that the electron
current flows from right to left
through C and the voltage across ¢
acts as the timing waveform for
the other portion of the cycle. The

Epp

il

Fie. 5-18.—Symmetrical cathode~coupled Fig. 5:19.—Waveforms of the cathode-

astable multivibrator, coupled astable multivibrator of Fig. 5-18.
The trace was about 125 usec long; the
amplitude of the cathode waveforms about
80 volts peak-to-peak.

interplay between the cathodes is important and may be a little confus-
ing; it may not at first be clear why, although at one time the cathode of
V1is capable of raising the cathode of V5, at a later time it is incapable
of preventing itself from being raised by the cathode of V,. The explana-
tion lies in the nature of the output impedance at the cathode of a tube:
speaking roughly, it is easy to pick up the cathode but hard to keep 1t
down,
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b-7. Analysis of the Transition between States.—In the preceding
sections the general features of operation of several basic types of multi-
vibrators have been discussed. The two most important processes that
multivibrators perform will now be analyzed in greater detail and with
quantitative results. The present section will describe the transi-
tion from one state to the other; the next section will treat the timing
operation.

It should be clearly understood from the start that an exact analysis
of a multivibrator, especially during that instant when it is changing
states, is practically impossible. So numerous are the elements involved.

Epp

F1e. 5:20(a).—Circuit of Fig. 5-16 re- Fia. 5-20(b).—Circuit approximately
drawn to show stray capacities and electron  equivalent to that of Fig. 520(a) to be
currents. V) is coming on; V2 is being used in  analysia. C) = Cy + Cpy +
turned off. A+ A)Copr + (1 + A2)Cpps; €2 = Coa +

Cp1 + (1 + 40)Cp + (1 + A2)Cpps.

both those which are intentionally and those which are unavoidably
present, and so far-reaching are the effects of the nonlinearity of the
vacuum tubes, that every analysis must make several simplifying
assumptions and thereby lose its exactness. This is true both of those
analyses which concern themselves with the entire cycle! and those, like
the ones now to be presented, which break the cycle down into two parts
and treat the transition separately from the timing.

As a typical circuit for analysis the ordinary plate-to-grid—coupled
astable multivibrator of Fig. 5-16 will be used. Figure 5-20a shows this
circuit redrawn to include the various stray capacities which form the
principal limitations on the speed with which the change of state can take
place. The arrows represent the directions of electron flow during the
time when V, is coming on and V; is being turned off.

1 An excellent example of such an analysis, which uses as its basis an analytical
expression approximating the tube characteristics, is the Ph. D. thesis of 8. C. Snow-
don, Cal. Inst. of Tech., 1945.
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The circuit of Fig. 5-20a is difficult to analyze because of the presence
of C;p and C,,, which prevent the circuit from being considered as two
separate loops. Figure 5-20b represents an approximately equivalent
circuit, in which those capacities, together with €, and C;, have been
absorbed into C] and Cj. Essentially the circuit of Fig. 5:20a may be
regarded as a current source at point A (current supplied by V1) and a
current sink at B (current taken off through r») with various associated
networks. The capacities which take current from A are Cp, Cyp, C2
in series with €y, and C: in series with C,,,;
those which give current to B are C,, Cyp,
C\in series with C; , and C, in series with Cp,.

Now if it is assumed that C, and C are large Ec O

compared with the other capacities, and if it

is remembered that C,, and C,, act effec- /@e-

tively like capacities of value (1 + 4,)Cyp, -E, €
and (1 4+ A4,)C,p, where A, is the ratio of F1e. 5-21.—Ideal broken-

line characteristic assumed for

the speeds with which the plate and grid of 5 v,

V, are moving and A, is the same for V,,

then the capacitive load on A can be represented, as in Fig. 9-20b, as
C;=Co 4 Cp, + (1 + 41)Cyp + (1 + A2)C,y;, and the capacitive source
for B can be represented as

C1=0Cy + Cp, + 1+ A1)Cop + (1 + 4,5)Cp,.

In order to simplify the analysis it is assumed that 4, and A4,, and there-
fore C} and Cj, are constant. However, it should be understood that
this is not strictly true and constitutes another departure from exactness.
It should also be noted that the above definitions of 4, and A, imply
Ay = 1/4..

On the basis of the equivalent circuit, Fig. 5-20b, the analysis can
proceed. The waveform at the grid of V, for the period after V; has
begun to come on is assumed to be some function, given as a power
series with undetermined coefficients, of the time ¢ that has elapsed since
the grid passed the grid basé at —E. volts. Both V,and V, are assumed
to have the perfect broken-line characteristic shown in Fig. 5-21 with a
slope of g. amps/volt and a grid base of E. volts. By means of this
characteristic the waveform at the grid of ¥V, is translated into the current
through V; as a function of time. This current is integrated in Cj (it is
assumed that r; draws negligible current) to give the corresponding wave-
form at the grid of Vs Use of the tube characteristic of V', gives the
current through V. as a function of time. If it is assumed that the
current through r, does not change appreciably during the change of
state, then the current available for Cy is the amount by which the current
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through V; has decreased plus the current I, flowing through R,. This
sum is integrated in C] to yield the original waveform in a new power
series containing not only the undetermined coefficients but also Iq, gum,
1, and Cj. This power series and the original one are set equal term
by term! and the coeflicients are easily found in terms of the four param-
eters just listed. The voltage v; at the grid of V, is then found to be

= —F +_£) t_+. t3_+_l _gg" 2t5+...
= TR 3! C’C' 5I\CC,
and the voltage vs at the grid of V. is

_ Ign 1 g 1( g Y
vy = C’C'[ W raeat te\ee) T '

LIf it is assumed that vy = —E. + bt + ct2 + dt3 + - - -, then 4, the current
through V7, is
iy = bgmt + cgmt? + dgmt® + - - -

If all of ¢, passes through C,, then the voltage v, at the grid of Vis specified by

bgm -
= (—g—t+c—g—t2+ Pt )
c;
Integrating:
1 bgm 1 cgm 1 dym )
24 ca )
2 Cl + 3, 4 C; tt

The current available for charging C] is

144y, 1egy, 1dg,,
Li+-Fe4+-Fe+-20n
°+20; +30 +40; +

Dividing by C} and integrating'
1 bgy, m dg,
_ —E —t — {3 —_ Al i
+ +6CCZ +12CCz +2OCC,

Equating the two expressions for », term by term:

£+ -

1o
b_C;
c=0
6CiCl T 6CRCE
e=0
2 4
= ! dgn. 1 Ing"'yetc.

20CIC, ~ 120 CPCR
From these coefficients come the expressions in the text for v; and v,.
For I, =3 X104  gn =103  C,=C;=6 X101,

t in microseconds,
5.6t + 258¢% + 35804 + .- - -
46.3t* + 1075t + 9950¢¢ + - - - .

=
|

Vs
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In order to illustrate the waveforms represented by these solutions, it
is necessary to assume a set of representative values for Iy, g, C}, and Cj.
Such a set might be: I, = 4 ma; g». = 1000 pmhos; C; = C} = 60 uuf;
and E, = 15 volts. These might, for instance, be a fair set of values for
a multivibrator made of the two sections of a 6SN7, with R, = 1M,
with each grid-to-ground and plate-to-ground capacity = 15 uuf, each
grid-to-plate capacity = 6 upf, and A, + A2 = 3. Under these con-
ditions the waveforms at the two grids are calculated to be as shown in
Fig. 5:22. In calculating these waveforms it was necessary to include
the first seven terms of each series. Experimental rise times agree very
well with these calculated ones.

It may be worth while to point out very briefly those respects in
which this analysis would have to be improved before it could be con-
sidered accurate. Probably the most im-

portant improvement would be to use the 0 T(Tle m#;;c 03
actual grid-to-plate characteristic for the 0 ' " !
tubes instead of the highly idealized one of -2

Fig. 5-21. Second, the variation of A,and , -4

A4, during the action should not be ignored. S _g

Third, the currents through r; and R, should -EN _

be considered, as well as the change of cur- = 8

rents through R; and r.. The effect of hav- :_' 10

ing C; and C. finite should be considered. -12

The exact circuit of Fig. 5-20a should be -14

used instead of the approximately equiva- -16

lent circuit of Fig. 5:20b. Account should Fre. 522 —Calculated wave-

be taken of the fact that during the very forms for the grids of a typical
early part of the action the larger part of I, multivibrator.

is flowing not through C,; but through ;. Finally, the effect of the grid
current in V; upon the end of the action should be included.

The importance of this analysis is that it provides a figure of merit,
gt/CiC%, for tubes to be used in multivibrator circuits and therefore
emphasizes, perhaps in a more quantitative manner than previously, the
necessity of keeping stray capacities small and of using tubes with high
transconductance.

6-8. Analysis of the Timing Process.—The purpose of this section is
to derive some results which will be useful in Sec. 5-13 on stabilization
of time intervals, and to make it possible to calculate in advance the time
intervals which will be established by a multivibrator.

For the purposes of analysis the plate-to-grid—coupled astable multi-
vibrator of Fig. 5-16 will be considered with the voltage v, on the grid of
V,as is shown in Fig. 5:23. The initial voltage from which the grid must
recover is —E;, E, is the voltage to which R, is returned (E, = E,, in



178 GENERATION OF FAST WAVEFORMS [Sec. 5-8

Fig. 5-16), and — E. is the cutoff voltage of V, (that is, approximately the
voltage at which the transition of state occurs).
Then

t
v, = By, — (Eu + E)e B0, (1)

To find T, the duration of the quasi-stable state during which V, is off,
1 is set equal to —E, and Eq. (1) is solved for . It will be found that

Eu+E{

Tl = RlC[ ln m' (2)

If the circuit is symmetrical and E,, E;, and E, are the same for both
portions of the cycle, then the duration T of a complete cycle is given by
Eu + Ei

T =T+ T: = (RiCy + R:C3) In i, F F, (3)

This expression is slightly inexact for two reasons. First, it ignores
the presence of the various stray capacities shown in Fig. 5-20a. These

E,
v, .
T Pt
9 e =
J Time ¢ —
—EC

i

-E, [ Ei —{Ep
Fie. 5-23.—Multivibrator grid waveform as  Fic. 5-24.—Graphical methoed for calcu-
used in calculating the period. lating E; and E..

may be included by writing Cy + Cy + Cyp for €1 and Ce + Oy + Cyp,
for C». Second, it ignores the fact that there exists a large negative
overshoot at the start of the exponential waveform (see Fig. 5:17). The
effect of this overshoot will be to discharge the timing condensers some-
what, that is, to reduce the effective E;. Therefore, if F; is estimated by
the method given below, the calculated period may be slightly too long.

In order to use Eq. (3), estimates of E, and E; must be made. This
can be done very easily from the tube curves and with an accuracy suf-
ficient for most purposes. E. can be taken to be the grid base when the
plate voltage is E,,; E. is approximately the drop across the plate resistor
at zero grid bias. These relations are illustrated in Fig. 5-24. For a
typical triode like a 6SN7, with B, = E,, = 250 vandr, = r; = 10 K|

B+ Ei_ 36 Tiry=r = 50K,

E; = 130 vand E, = 14 volts, soIn E. T E.
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the last quantity becomes 0.53. In the latter case, if the circuit is
symmetrical so that .0, = ReC. = RC, it will oscillate at a frequency
of about 1/RC cps.

6-9. Obtaining Fast Transition.—In Sec. 5-7 it was shown that the
speed of transition depends primarily upon the quantity ¢2,/C;C}. On
the basis of this fact there are listed the following practical methods by
which transition times of 0.5 usec are easy o obtain under most circum-
stances and by which transition times of 0.05 usec are possible.

1. The stray capacities C; and C} should be kept to a minimum—that
is, grid-to-ground, plate-to-ground, and grid-to-plate capacities
should be kept small. Miniature tubes in general have inter-
electrode capacities about one half as large as big tubes have, and
pentodes have smaller grid-to-plate capacities than triodes have.
The wiring should be done carefully and kept short. The ultimate
in this respect can be achieved with the use of sub-miniature
solder-in tubes. Any circuit attached to the multivibrator should
present as low a capacity as possible. This is true of the trigger
source, which should be disconnected from the multivibrator by
inserting the triggers through a diode. If the output must be fed
into a circuit with a large input capacity, it may first be fed into a
cathode follower and from there into the desired circuit.

2. The plate resistors r; and 7, should be kept fairly small so that the
tubes will be operating at high current and therefore at high g,,.
Values from 3 K to 20 X are usual. Inductive compensation may
be used to increase the current available for C] and Cj.

3. High-g,, tubes should be used. Among triodes are: 6J4, 7F8, 6 K4
(SD834), 6J6, 6SN7. Among pentodes are: 6AC7, 6AK5, 6AG7.

6-10. Monostable Circuits for Very Short Pulses.—The principles dis-
cussed in the last section are most important when it is necessary to use a
multivibrator to generate very short pulses, whose length may be, for
example, from 0.1 to 2 usec. Obviously, the generation of such pulses
imposes very stringent limits on the time available for transition between
states. It should be remarked, incidentally, that multivibrators are not
usually the most satisfactory circuits for this purpose; blocking osecil-
lators and gas-tube circuits are generally superior because of their ability
to deliver very large peak currents during the instants when the circuit
is changing states.

Figure 5-25 illustrates a plate-to-grid—coupled monostable circuit,
modified from the basic circuit of Fig. 510 by returning R to ground
instead of to the plate supply voltage in order that a small value of
resistance may be used.

The major fault of this circuit is that every electrode is involved in the
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action; therefore, there is no free point which can be loaded with an
output circuit without slowing the action. Two general methods are
available for overcoming this difficulty: use of an electron-coupled
multivibrator, and use of a cathode-coupled multivibrator.

Epp +250v
L
,__{ 3 6H6
—
Input
trigger i .
——— g
<+
110k
=Eg4 ~105v

Fra. 5-25.—Plate-to-grid—coupled monostable multivibrator for generating short pulse.

Figure 5-26 illustrates an electron-coupled monostable multivibrator,
in which V, and the cathode, grid, and screen of V,; act as an ordinary
circuit of the type shown in Fig. 5-25. The plate of V, is then quite free
and from it can be taken a fast negative pulse.

+Epp +250v

66 (both
halves)

=

100 &
-~E, ~105v

Fi6. 5:26.—Electron-coupled monostable multivibrator for generating short pulse.

Among cathode-coupled types, that of Fig. 5-14 is especially useful
since the timing resistor is in a cathode and can therefore be made very
small. Figure 527 shows a cireuit of this type, suitable for generating

pulses of 0.5 usec.



Sec. 5:10] CIRCUITS FOR VERY SHORT PULSES 181

There exists one more rather novel cathode-coupled type which finds
use in generating pulses of stable and easily calculated duration. In

+E,, +250v

fnput "'{
trigger T
§3 k
L
- 100 k
§ Sk 330k
-E,, -105v

Fia. 5:27.—Cathode-coupled monostable multivibrator for generating short pulse.

Input

Timing Output timing
waveform circuit waveform
=
(@)

()

F1g. 5:28.— The generation of a timing waveform by (a) a differentiating network, and (b)
an integrating network.

every one of the multivibrators thus far described the timing operation

has been carried out essentially by an RC differentiating circuit, as

illustrated in the upper half of Fig. 528, An integrating circuit might
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be used equally well, however, as shown in the lower half of the figure,
and the circuit to be described makes use of timing of this type.

Figure 5-29 illustrates the circuit in question and Fig. 5-30 its wave-
forms. Inmitially V, is on, the current through ¥, flowing through R,
and thus providing sufficient bias to keep V. off. When the positive
trigger is injected at the grid of V, through the diode V3, current flows
through V: and through R; and R;. The effect of this is to raise the
cathode of V; rapidly; the grid of V, rises only slowly, however, with a
speed limited by RC, and therefore V is turned off. Its plate rises, and
this rise is coupled back to the grid of V; by a coupling circuit whose
time constant is made long compared with the duration of the pulse to

Input g Epp +250v
trigger 5k
»>——
> 70
Vs
W
6J6 (both halves)
. Y
L

F1g. 5:29.—Cathode-coupled monostable multivibrator using an integrating network to
generate the timing waveform.

be generated. The action is regenerative and after a very short time,
V,is off and V, is on. The amplitude of the positive swing of the grid
and cathode of V, is prevented from exceeding a certain definite value
by the diode V,. Now the grid of V; begins to rise along an exponential
determined by R and C. After a definite time, it will have risen far
enough to permit V: to begin conducting again and the circuit will
revert quickly to its initial state. The time 7, the duration of the pulse,
is given by the approximate formula

T = RC In L@L,
RV, +E
Ri+ R, ¢

where V, is the voltage to which the cathode of V', rises, 4, is the quiescent
current through V,, and E. is the grid base of V.
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5-11. Obtaining Fast Recovery—Highly Unsymmetrical Astable
Multivibrators.—After every abrupt change of state in a multivibrator,

some of the condensers have been
“left behind,” as it were, and re-
quire a certain time to become
charged to their steady voltages.
Until these transients have died
away the circuit has not recovered,
and in general is not ready to per-
form another change of state, at
least not in precisely the same way
as it would if it were fully recovered.
For instance, a bistable circuit,
acting as a scale-of-two pulse
counter, will not resolve two incom-~
ing pulses whose separation is much
smaller than its recovery time.
Thus the problem of obtaining
fast recovery is often of great
importance.

The speed of recovery depends
inversely upon the size of the con-
denser to be recharged and directly
upon the amount of current which
is made to flow through it. In the
case of bistable circuits, usually
the only condensers present are the
strays and the “speeding-up”’ con-
densers, which in most circuits will
not exceed 50 uuf, with correspond-
ingly small recovery times (for ex-
ample, about 1 usec). Monostable
and astable forms, however, may
possess large timing condensers, the
recharging of which becomes a
serious problem when it is desired
to make the circuit repeat a long
quasi-stable state after a short time.
In fact, the problem becomes most
serious* when it is desired to build
a highly unsymmetrical astable

J

o
Trigger (plate of Vil

—

V’-_—_
Grid of 1,
a

- Cathode ot 1

o

Cathode of ¥

e

Grid of 1]

r—-""_\

Plate of 1

i
i
14

—s
Plate of ¥,
R e
Fre. 530.—Waveforms of the circuit
of Fig. 529. The trace was about 125

usec Jong; the amplitude of the waveform
at the plate of V2 about 60 volts.

multivibrator because then the large timing condenser, which established
the long part of the cycle, must be recharged during the short part of the
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cycle. Accordingly, the methods for making a multivibrator recover
quickly will be illustrated in this section by several highly unsymmetrical
astable circuits, from which can easily be derived monostable circuits
if they are needed.

As an illustration of the problem of designing a highly unsymmetrical
circuit, Fig. 531 shows a plate-to-grid—coupled astable circuit which
might, at first glance, seem to be so arranged that the part of the cycle
during which V; is off and V, is on would last about 1000 usec (approxi-
mately 4 R.C1), while the other part of the cycle, since it depends only
on the product R.C: could have any length down to zero. Closer
examination, however, reveals that since the time needed to recharge C,

+E”
Rl KPS
10k 300k 10k
C,
E0.01
CZ
] 10
Ly
|4
-

F1a. 5-31.—Incorrect highly unsymmetrical astable multivibrator.

will be several hundred microseconds for the circuit values given, there
is actually a very definite lower limit to the length of the short part of
the cycle.

Several methods are available for reducing the recharging time. If
C, were reduced to 0.001 pf and R, increased to 3M, the recharging would
occupy only 30 or 40 usec, and reduction of € to 100 puf, with R, equal
to 30M, would permit the short part of the cycle to be as little as 3 or
4 usec. One method, therefore, is to make the timing condenser as
small, and the timing resistor as large, as other considerations will permit.

The following methods of reducing the recharging time, which are
listed in the order in which they should be used, are also available:

1. The plate resistor r, may be returned to a higher plate supply
voltage, with a plate-catching diode inserted as in Fig. 5-32. The
charging current is thereby increased, and only the fast initial
part of the recharging is allowed to take place.
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2. The plate resistor r» may be lowered in value. In general, this
will require that a heavier
current tube be used for Vs
since ry was presumably al-
ready as small as the tube
ratings permitted.

3. After Steps 1 and 2 are car- R
ried out the main limitation ! T2 %

+E
PP,

+Epp1

upon the charging current is G
the resistance of the diode 1t
formed by the grid and cath-
ode of V,; a parallel diode
can be added to reduce this
resistance.

4. Finally, the coupling from
the plate of V', to the grid of
V1 may be made through a
cathode follower, in which’ £
case the current available FIE. 5-32.—The use of a plate-catching
for recharging is practically dioldle to elimix_lac;e the slow portion of the
the entire current flowing rechariing peried.
through the cathode follower.

: 5}

V2

F1¢. 5:33.—Highly unsymmetrical plate-to-grid—coupled astable multivibrator.
These methods are illustrated in the circuit of Fig. 5-33.° The use of

a pentode for V. provides a free electrode (plate) from which a fast
negative pulse of short duration can be taken. The complexity of the
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circuit illustrates, in a very convincing manner, the limitations in the use

+'EPP2

+Epp,

TV

Y

—

~E

Fig. 534.—Another form of highly
unsymmeirical piste-to-grid-coupled muiti-
vibrator.

which ean be made unsymmetrical by making R, larger than R,.

of the multivibrator in highly un-
symmetrical circuits.

A more economical way of get-
ting €1 into the cathode circuit of
a tube (where it can be rapidly
recharged) is to put it directly into
the cathode of V,, as in the circuit
of Fig 5-34. Here V, is off during
the long part of the eycle, its cath-
ode dropping toward —~ Fy with a
time constant R,C:. After s defi-
nite time V, comes on regenera-
tively, and virtually all the cathode
current of V, is used to recharge
C.. After a short time, of course,
V. comes back on and the circuit
reverts to its initial state. A short,
fast, negative pulse ig taken from
the plate of V.

Among cathode-coupled types,
several varieties are useful. Oneis
the symmetrical circuit of Fig. 5-18,
This

form has the unique advantage that the timing condenser €' cannot fail

+E

PR, 4

* Epp,

:

:

:

il

Fra. 5-35.—Highly unsymmaetrical cathode~-coupled astable multivibrator,
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to be completely recovered since it determines not one but both portions
of the cycle. Another useful circuit is that of Fig. 5-29.

The other cathode-coupled type, already mentioned in Sec. 56, is
obtained by combining the two monostable cathode-coupled forms, one
with the timing network in the grid, and the other in the cathode, both
deseribed in Sec. 5:4. This circuit isillustrated in Fig. 5-35. Here C; and
R, time the short part of the cycle (during which V' is off), and C» and R.
time the long part of the cycle (when V. is off)., The condenser C, is
the difficult one to restore; hence the cathode follower V; and the diode V4
are included to present a low-resistance path for the recharging current.
The output is taken from the plate

of Vz. e

6-12. Triggering and Synchro- +£,, T
nization.—The ideal triggering ar- +300 v %1 k
rangement would include a switch  +E,,, d
which would be closed during the  +250 v $10k 10k S
initial voltage step of the trigger,
but which would then open to dis-

connect the multivibrator from
the trigger source. In this way
the multivibrator is freed from the
reversing tendency of the trigger,
which is now .changing in the
wrong direction, and from what-
ever loading the trigger source
may present.

A series diode is an excellent - Eqq

way to accomplish this decoupling. -105v
The stray capacity across most Fie. 536.—The use of diodes for both
trigger injection and reduction of recovery

diodes is very small, and by insert-
ing the diode in the proper diree-
tion triggers of either polarity can beinjected. Very occasionally the leak-
age between heater and cathode of the diode becomes a matter of concern.

Examples of the use of diodes for trigger injection may be found in all
of the monostable and bistable circuits which have been discussed. It
should be noticed that the same diode can be used both for injecting the
trigger and for catching the plate below the plate supply to reduce the
recovery time; a bistable circuit of this sort, which makes the best simple
scale-of-two circuit available, is shown in Fig. 5-36.

Triodes may also be used for triggering (see Fig. 5-37). The trigger-
ing tube should normally be biased off so that it will not load the multi~
vibrator, and a positive trigger is placed on its grid, momentarily turning
it on and effectively injecting a negative trigger into the multivibrator.

time,
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Where tube economy is so important that a diode cannot be afforded,
the triggers may be coupled into the multivibrator directly through a
condenser. The danger here 1s that the trigger will be differentiated and
the resulting overshoot will turn the multivibrator off again as soon as it

vE has begun to trigger. From this
fin point of view it would be desirable
to use a large coupling condenser
for the trigger. However, a large

APA—4

M

—t capacity must not be connected

to any point which will move fast

- l during the transition. Oeccasion-

HI { ally there are grids or cathodes

b which do not move during transi-

- tion and these make very suitable
Byl 34— oA . :

. <%= triggering points. An example is

99, the circuit of Fig. 5-14, where a
Fia. 5:37.~The use of a triode to trigger &  negative trigger can be placed

multivibrator. upon the grid of ¥V, through an
RC-network with an amply long time constant. Similarly, a negative
trigger may be placed upon the suppressor of a conducting pentode.
Cathodes are often good triggering points—for instance, an ordinary
astable multivibrator can be synchronized with a train of positive pulses
by injecting them at both cathodes
across a small common cathode .
resistor, as in Fig. 538. This .
method is especially useful if the

t

synchronizing pulses are the cath- o
ode current pulses from & blocking -~

oscillator or gas tube since all three

cathodes can then be tied together \ = R

as shown. r L

As a last resort, the pulses can
be brought to almost any point :
through a small condenser, for I 1
exarople, one of 50 puf. However, '
the addlt}opal capacitive loading on Fie. 538 Synchronization of an
the multivibrator siows down both astable multivibrator with low-impedance
the transition and the recovery positive pulse from s blocking oscillator

. A v (or similar pulse generator).
When the triggers are inserted in
this way they should be shaped like those of Fig. 5-39(a) and (b), since
these waveforms will give little or no overshoot even when passed through
a very small condenser. It will be recognized that waveform (b) is effec~
tively the waveform obtained when (¢) is injected through a series diode.

[]

g AN~
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At this point will be discussed very briefly the details of the synchron-
izing action by which an injected synchronizing pulse brings to an end a
quasi-stable state in a monostable or astable multivibrator. This
action is of great importance in the question of phase lock in pulse
frequency dividers (see Chap. 16), can be discussed here with sufficient
generality to apply to other types of relaxation oscillator besides the
multivibrator, and is not so simple that it can be passed by.

The process of terminating a quasi-stable state in a relaxation oscil~
lator with a synchronizing pulse
is carried out essentially by adding l _l\ I I
the synchronizing pulse to the
timing waveform on the grid of (a) ()] {c)
the “off”’ tube; therefore the pulse Fig. 539.—Good trigeering waveforms
carries that grid above —E., the (& 208 (O o0, B e donear
critical firing voltage, and initiates
the flipover. Yet the ezact moment of flipover is not usually at all well
defined—that is, even though the synchronizing pulse ultimately brings
about the transition, the exact time delay between synchronizing pulse and
transition depends upon both the amplitude and duration of the pulse and
may in fact vary so much as to render the circuit useless for an exacting
application.

That this is so can be understood by considering an ordinary plate-to-
grid~coupled astable multivibrator, so arranged that onto the grid of
whichever tube is off can be put perfectly rectangular synchronizing

pulses which will thus be added to
t the exponential timing waveform at
that grid. Figure 5-40 shows a

1
R
!

e closeup of the waveform at that

————————— - ,—/"ﬂg:——“"“ ~E; grid, under such conditions that the
synchronizing pulse is just barely

/ able to bring about the termination
of the quasi-stable state. Before

Fia. 540.—Closeup of a barely successful  the pylge the grid is rising along an
synchronizing action. .

exponential curve. When the pulse
arrives the grid is suddenly lifteéd V volts, which will be sufficient to carry
it v volts above —E.. The quantity v may be called the “effective syn~
chronizing voltage,” and depends upon the exact moment at which the
trigger arrives. The ‘“‘off” tube is now conducting somewhat, stray
capacities are being charged, the grid of the ‘‘on” tube is dropping, and the
total effect is to cause the transition to begin. This is indicated by
the short rising portion of the grid waveform, which lasts until the
synchronizing pulse ends. At this point the grid drops V volts. If now
it is still at —E. or higher, the transition will continue; otherwise it
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will not take place until the waveform has reached point a,! at which
time the exponential itself reaches —F.. In the figure the grid rises
exactly ¥V — » volts during the pulse; hence it returns just to — E. volts
and the transition is barely able to proceed. The voltage slope at this
instant is not zero, but approximately the slope of the exponential. The
total triggering time is £. Clearly the total triggering time could be
greatly reduced either if the effective synchronizing voltage v were
increased, or if the pulse duration were increased. Waveforms illustrat-
ing these cases are shown in Fig.
———————— =TT 541,
The situation is thus seen to be
a complicated one, with large varia-
tions in triggering time arising from
@ (_b) o ‘'very small variations in effective
Fi1c. 5:41.—The reduction in triggering ..
time obtained by increasing (¢) effective synchronizing voltage and pulse
synchronizing voltage and (b) synchronizing  duration. Since v can scarcely be
pulse width. controlled (because it depends upon
the exact moment when the synchronizing pulse arrives) it is generally
best to make the pulse duration long enough to permit complete flipover
even when v is small.
6-13. Stabilizing the Duration of a Quasi-stable State.—The duration
of a quasi-stable state in a multivibrator depends upon the following
four quantities:

1. The time constant + = RC of the timing network.

2. The initial voltage E; from which the timing waveform begins.

3. The ultimate voltage F, which the timing waveform would reach
if it were permitted to do so.

4. The critical voltage E. at which the transition occurs.

Any effect which a tube change or change in temperature, plate supply,
or heater supply voltage, etc. may have upon the duration must occur
by one of these four quantities. Stabilizing the duration is thus equiva-
lent to stabilizing these four quantities, or at least making the effects of
their change cancel out.

When Eq. (3) from Sec. 5-8 is rewritten in such a way as to permit
E,;, E,, and E, to take on either positive or negative values, the duration
T of the quasi-stable state is

E, - E;
T =7ln 77—
E,— E,

! In practical frequency dividers it would be undesirable to have the transition
begin from the exponential itself; therefore V is made large enough to insure that
another trigger will arrive before point a.
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In this form the equation is valid both for plate-to-grid-coupled types, in
which E, is positive and E; and E. negative, and for cathode-coupled
types, in which E, is negative (or zero) and E; and E. are positive.
From this equation:

dT = drln De = By (0B — dB_ dB. - dE-‘).

E.~E. E Y \E=E B <E
Study of this equation leads to the following observations:

1. If 7, E., E; and E, were independent of each other, the only
procedure which could stabilize 7 would be the stabilization of
those four quantities individually. Such a procedure, though very
difficult to carry out properly, would have the advantage of giving
stabilization against any type of initial fluctuation.

2. In general, however, E,, E; and E, change together; consequently
it may be possible to stabilize by cancellation of their separate
effects. Such a method is usually feasible, but it supposes a
definite relationship between dE., d¥;, and dE., which will probably
hold for only one type of initial fuctuation. Thus it must be
decided whether it is against tube change or supply voltage change,
for example, that stabilization is desired, since the relations
between dE., dE;, and dE. will be different for those two cases.

3. Any good stabilization will have dr = 0 since there is no relation-
ship between r and the other variables. Stabilization of r against
temperature changes is usually most important; this is achieved
by making the temperature coeflicient of R egual but opposite to
that of C.

4. Perfect stabilization by cancellation, deseribed above in 2, is

obtained if dr = 0 and i, _ db: _ dE., that is, if = is stabilized

o E; #,’
and ¥, E;, and E. all vary proportionately. Fortunately there
is a tendency for this to happen when the line voltage changes, and
for this reason an ordinary astable multivibrator can be made
frequency-stable, without any special stabilizing networks, to
better than 1 per cent against a 10 per cent change in line voltage.
5. Nevertheless, it is desirable to minimize the effect that a change in
E., Ei or E. would have if lefb -uncancelled and this is clearly

accomplished by making ——sr I TF E and as small as pos-

EC
sible. F, — E; and E, ~ E, should therefore be large. This is
the reason for returning the grid in a plate-to-grid-coupled cjreuit
to +FE,, instead of to ground, and for returning the cathode in a
eathode-coupled type to — E;, instead of to ground.
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6. Other things being equal, dE., dE;, and dE, should naturally be
kept at a minimum. The remainder of this section will discuss a
few practical ways of accomplishing this.

E, is usually either ground, +¥,,, or — E;: (or some voltage obtained
from these by division) and hence can be regulated to almost any desired
degree. It should be realized, however, that if a circuit is supplied with
both positive and negative voltages, regulating one supply against
changes in line voltage without regulating the other may do more harm
than good. In regulating both lines, a common voltage standard should
be used for both—for example, the standardized negative line may be
used as a reference for standardizing the positive line.

E,, for any given circuit, depends mainly upon the tube geometry,
heater voltage, and cathode condition of the timing tube, and is very
difficult to stabilize. Naturally, a tube with a short grid base should
be used to reduce the magnitude of all these effects, and the heater
voltage can be regulated, but these methods will not wholly eliminate
the effects of tube change and aging. The best solution is to make the
timing waveform as steep as possible at the moment of transition. This
can be accomplished in several ways:

1. The amphtude of the timing waveform should be made as large
as possible. This will require, in general, that the load resistors
of the tubes be large so that a large step function may be fed into
the timing network. There is accordingly the following dilernma
to plague the designer: for fast waveforms the load resistors should
be small, but for stability they should be large.

2. The voltage difference £, — E. should be made equal to

L@, - B,
This relation is derived in Chap. 16.

3. For operation at fixed durations, such as pulse frequency division
to a constant frequency, tuned circuits of the desired frequency or
some multiple thereof may be placed in the circuit to increase the
effective slope at the moment of transition. Alternatively, delay
netwaorks can be used. These methods are discussed in detail in

Chap. 16.

Stabilizing F; may be accomplished either directly by placing a
diode at the timing grid or cathode to establish the level from which the
timing waveform starts out, or indirectly by stabilizing the amplitude
of the step function produced at the other side of the timing condenser.
An example of direct stabilization is shown in Fig. 542, where diodes
are inserted in the grids of a plate-to-grid—coupled astable multivibrator



Sec. 5-13} STABILIZING THE DURATION 193

to set the initial level of the timing waveforms accurately at —E,, volts.
Thus the stabilization of E; reduces essentially to the stabilization of
—E,,, which is an easy matter. Another advantage is that the negative
overshoots in the waveforms of the ordinary version, shown in Figs. 5-16
and 5-17, are eliminated by these diodes. The value of —E,, should be
80 chosen that as little as possible of the grid waveforms is cut off in
order to permit the amplitudes of the timing waveforms to remain as
large as possible.

Diodes may be similarly used at the ¢athodes of a cathode-coupled
multivibrator, although the low output impedance of the cathode makes
this difficult.

+Epp

+Eyp
+Eygg,

_l_ ;i ;_/ % ===
~Eygy 4—

Fig. 542—Use of the grid-catching Fre. 5:43.-—Use of the bottoming char-
diode to stabilize the initial level of the acteristics of pentodes to stabilize the
timing waveforms. amplitude of the timing waveform,

Similar methods are available for indirect stabilization. One method
is to move the diodes in the circuit of Fig. 5-42 from the grid ecircuits
to the plate circuits so that the plates will be prevented from dropping
below a certain well-defined voltage. A stable negative supply is thus
unnecessary; another advantage is that variations in 4 E,, are partly
compensated for if the plates of the diodes are returned to a voltage
obtained directly by division from +E,,. This voltage should be
sufficiently lower than +E,, to permit large timing waveforms to be
formed at the grids.

In a similar method, pentodes are used instead of triodes, and advan-
tage is taken of the ‘‘bottoming” of the plates against the knee of the
plate characteristics (see Chap. 3). Figure 543 illustrates the con-
nections for an astable circuit. Provided that the plate resistors are
large enough to permit bottoming, the plates will always drop to a fairly
well-defined voltage near ground. After the plate has bottomed, most
of the cathode current goes to the screen; hence screen dissipation con-
ditions impose a fairly low upper limit on E,, Using a low screen
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voltage also has the advantage of giving a smaller value of E,, and
thereby reducing the changes in that quantity with tube change.

A comparable bottoming effect i1s possible with triodes only when
grid current is drawn and when the plate resistors are considerably
larger than is necessary with pentodes. Good stability ean be obtained
with this sort of operation, but the recovery time of the various wave-
forms is long.

Jitter in the duration of the quasi-stable state, which is of special
concern in time-modulation with monostable circuits, is closely akin to
instability, though it refers to rapid fluctuations in duration instead of
to slow ones. Usually, jitter will have two components: hum, arising
from the alternating current in the power supply and cccurring at the
fundamental and harmonic frequencies of the hne voltage; and micro-
phonics, caused by mechanical vibrations in the chassis and tubes.

Hum can be reduced by: (1) filtering the plate supply voltage or in
extreme cases using batteries; (2) using circuits in which the cathodes
are grounded, to avoid the effects of heater-cathode capacity and leakage
with a-¢ operated heaters, or in extreme cases using direct current for the
heaters; (3) shielding of tubes; and (4) shielding of components at
critical high-impedance points, especially in grid circuits. Occasionally
hum can be canceled by the injection at the proper point of small a-c
voltages at the line-voltage frequency. Also hum can be made harmless
by operating the circuit at a frequency equal to the line-voltage frequency
or some submultiple thereof. The fluctuations in value of high-resistance
composition resistors may be rapid encugh to cause effects very much
like hum.

Microphonies can be reduced by: use of low-microphonic tubes;
shock mounting of the entire chassis and the individual tube sockets; and
packing of the tubes in Kimsul or some other deadening material.

b-14. Varying the Duration of a Quasi-stable State..—This process,
when it is carried out with any monostable circuit (multivibrator,
phantastron, or any other conceivable kind), is one of the methods by
which the very important operation of time modulation (see Chap. 13)
can be carried out. In the multivibrator it is clear that any of the four
quantities r, K., F;, and E. might be used to vary the duration of the
quasi-stable state. Examination will show that a similar statement can
be made about any other monostable circuit.

Control by means of 7 has the often desirable property that the
duration is a linear function of 7, and hence of either R or C, provided the
other variables are kept constant. By using a linear variable resistor or
condenser, therefore, linear control of duration by a shaft rotation is
possible. Capacity control is generally preferable to resistance control
because (1) it leaves the quiescent state of the circuit more nearly con-
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stant and (2) variable air condensers are smoother, more linear, and more
gtable than variable resistors.

By returning R to a variable voltage, E, can be made the controlling
variable but this method is rarely employed.

A satisfactory way to control the duration, although not linearly, is
to vary E; This is most often done with the stabilized plate-to-grid—
coupled circuits illustrated in the preceding section. In the circuit of
Fig. 5-42, for instance, the duration is varied by making —E,, variable,
whereas in Fig. 543 the plate resistors are replaced by potentiometers,
the movable center tap of which is coupled by the timing network to
the grid of the other tube.

E. is not usually used, except in combination with E; in the mono-
stable cathode-coupled circuit of Fig. 5-12. As explained in Sec. 5-5,
the duration of the quasi-stable state is found to be very nearly a linear
function of the voltage impressed on the grid of V;. This property is a
consequence of the fact that £; and E. happen to vary in such a way with
increasing grid voltage of ¥V, that the quantity In gi%@ increases
almost perfectly linearly. The circuit is thus a useful and economical
voltage-controlled linear time-modulation circuit.

PHANTASTRON-TYPE CIRCUITS

6-16. Introduction : Miller Sweep Generation.—Work in recent years,
especially in England, has brought about the development of a very
important class of circuits, which have been given the names ‘‘phantas-
tron,” ‘‘sanatron,” ‘“‘sanaphant,” ete. These circuits can probably be
best described as relaxation oscillators similar to multivibrators, but
differing in this respect: whereas the multivibrator establishes its timing
waveform (an exponential) by the use of only an RC-differentiator,
phantastron-type circuits generate a linear timing waveform by means
of the so-called ‘“Miller sweep generator.” The use of a linear rather
than an exponential timing waveform leads to a very important advan-
tage, namely, the duration of the output rectangle can be made a linear
function of an input control voltage. Accordingly, phantastron-type
circuits are very useful for time modulation (see Chap. 13). Another
advantage arises from the use of a lMnear waveform—increased timing
stability—because the linear sweep (unlike the exponential) does not
lose speed as it progresses.

Because Miller sweep generation is so pertinent to these circuits, it
will be described here very briefly, although a more complete treatment
appears in Chaps. 2 and 7. Special consideration will be given here to
the mechanism by which the sweep is started and ended. The operation
of the circuit of Fig. 544 is shown by the corresponding waveforms in
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Fig. 5-45. Resistors B and R may be perhaps 1 megohm and several
hundred kilohms, respectively: C may have any value from 50 uuf up.
‘E Initially the grid is at ground, and

44 the suppressor at —15 volts—a
sufficient negative bias, in a 6AS6,!
to cut off the plate current. There-
fore the plate is at +E,, volts, and
c all the cathode current is going to

Gating wave form the screen, which may be at perhaps

| | — I\ 460 volts. When a positive gate
== is applied to the suppressor and is

6AS6 sufficient to raise it to about +5
volts, current flows to the plate and

i y the plate voltage immediately drops.
—15v ' L— Since the plate is coupled to the
TFic. 5-44,—Miller-type linear sweep gen- gﬁd by C’ the plate voltage dI‘OpS
erator. only a few volts (about 5) before

the grid voltage is reduced and the plate current is reduced to just the
few hundred microamperes that the plate load will permit. At the end
of this initial step, therefore, the total cathode current has been greatly

Suppressor pL
—1 ) S
Plate
Grid
Screen
+60v

Fia. 5-45.—Waveforms of the circuit of Fig. 5-44,

reduced; the screen current has been so greatly reduced that a large posi-
tive wave appears at the screen; and a small plate current is flowing.

! A pentagrid converter, like the 68SA7, can also be used with the third grid taking
the place of the suppressor in controlling the plate current. However, the 6AS6,
having a higher suppressor-to-plate transconductance and more sturdy construction,
is the best American tube for the purpose. The British VR116 is probably even
better.
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The next stage is what is properly called the Miller action. An
electron. current (E,, + 5)/R is flowing to the plate of the tube, from
left to right through C, and up through R. Therefore, the leit side of C
falls relative to the right side at a rate of (E,, + 5)/RC volts per sec.
This process continues, the grid rising very slightly to permit the plate
to take the slightly increasing current needed for E,, until the plate
“bottoms’’—that is, runs against the ‘““knee’” in the plate curve. At a
grid voltage of about —4 volts, this does not occur until the plate is
within a volt or two of ground, and further drop is impossible. Since
the necessary current through R can no longer pass through the tube,
the right side of C rises exponentially toward E,, at the same rate as the
plate was previously falling! until the grid supplies the current. For
this reason, and because of the
transfer of the space current from +250v I +
the plate to the screen at bottom-
ing, the screen current is again 330k $1M
increased and the screen voltage c
returns almost to its initial level. g —
This state will persist until the v, T | v, 6H6
gate on the suppressor is removed, 76H6 (
at which time the plate is released = V_ \}33 !
and rises toward E,, with a speed !
limited mainly by R:C. A more : 6AS8 F@—_ -

y V; Trigger
careful analysis reveals that, under 100k S 3b input
typical circumstances, the depar- T
ture from linearity in the rundown
of t,he plate during the ,I\Iiuer F:G1.055v-46.—Monostable screen-coupled
portion of the operation is less phantastron.
than 0.1 per cent.

5:16. The Screen-coupled Phantastron.—Examination of the wave-
forms of Fig. 5-45 reveals that the positive gate, which in the circuit of
Fig. 5-44 is injected externally at the suppressor, could be derived inter-
nally from the screen. Such a circuit, called a (monostable) ““screen-
coupled phantastron,”? is shown in Fig. 5-46, and photographs of its
waveforms are shown in Fig. 5-47. Since it is internally gated, it requires

.||_

-20v

1 Neglecting stray capacities from grid to ground.

2 The British sometimes call this circuit a “Miller transitron,” or some similar
name, reserving the name ‘phantastron’ for what in this volume is called the
“cathode-coupled phantastron.”” The present circuit is reminiscent of the transitron
family of circuits, which employ the screen-to-suppressor coupling used here, but
which do not make use of the Miller feedback from plate to grid. This lack deprives
the transitron of two important properties: it has no timing waveform other than
the exponential on the suppressor; and without the feedback from plate to grid, the
gain from suppressor to screen is so small that turnon and turnoff are slow.

’
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only a positive trigger on the suppressor (or a negative trigger on the
plate) to initiate the action. The turnoff of this circuit is somewhat
different from that of Fig. 5-44. Just as in that circuit, as the plate
bottoms, the screen current increases and causes the screen voltage to
fall, but now this fall is coupled to the suppressor so that the plate current
isreduced and the plate rises. This rise is transferred to the grid through
C and the action is regenerative. Therefore, both the turnon and turnoff
are regenerative, and the screen rectangle may have rise and fall times as
short as 0.5 usec.

The diode V3, in the suppressor
is not essential, but it insures that
the suppressor will not be carried
so high that it may ““stick’’ because
of secondary electron emission, and
vet it permits the plate to be turned
on fully during the rundown. It
also permits a more rapid turnon
and turnoff since the total move-
ment of the suppressor is reduced.
The small condenser between screen
and suppressor is a speeding-up
condenser. The diode V, in the
plate makes possible linear control
of the rectangle and triangle length
by the control, or signal, voltage
V.. The initial level of the plate
is V,, and the time necessary for it
i ' to run down to +2 volts is there-

—lﬁ
e e e
Suppressor

“Plate

Grid

t & Screen j

Fig. 5:47.—Waveforms of the circuit
of Fig. 546. The trace was about 125
sec long; the amplitude of the suppressor

fore approximately
(V. — 2)RC/(Epp + 5) sec.

Tube Vi is a trigger-injecting
diode; V, might be used instead to

waveform about 20 volts. o 3
inject a negative trigger at the plate.

For many applications the severest fault of the circuit as it is shown
in Fig. 5-46 is the long time necessary to recharge C through R, and
restore the plate to its initial voltage. This recovery time decreases
rapidly as V, is decreased pecause of the plate-catching action of the
diode V3, but even if the plate is caught at only 63 %, of E,,, the recovery
time will be about R,C sec. For shorter recovery the timing network
may be so arranged that the cathode follower V5 is «used to provide a
low-resistance recharging path for C, as in Fig. 5-48. It should be men-
tioned that this method of speeding recovery is of great generality and
can be used with all circuits of this type.
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The screen-coupled phantastron, like all the Miller sweep cireuits,
can exist in astable and bistable, as well as monostable, forms. Generally
speaking, the bistable phantastrons offer no advantage over bistable
multivibrators because it is only in the .
method of timing that multivibrators —
are inferior, and there is no timing opera-~ »p,
tion in a bistable circuit. The astable g R
phantastrons are, however, of consider-
able interest. For instance, the circuit Y
of Fig. 546 can be made astable by 265N7
leaving only a condenser between screen
and suppressor. The diode V3, is essen-
tial in this circuit. One part of the cycle
is timed by the negative-going linear
sweep generated at the plate, the other
part by the positive-going exponential
sweep at the suppressor. The speed of _IT
this latter waveform, and consequently By T
the stability of the time interval which ¥¥¢. 5-48.—The use of a cathode-fol-
. . .. . lower to speed the recharging of C.
it establishes, is increased by returning
the suppressor to +E,, instead of to ground. A further improvement
is to place perhaps a 5000-ohm resistor in the cathode and arrange a
diode in the grid to prevent the grid from rising above +50 volts. In

“Epp
>
S
3 g r—’EE P 3
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Fi6. 5:49.—Double screen-coupled phantastron,

this way the screen current will be stabilized at 10 ma, and therefore
the amplitude of the screen waveform and of the timing exponential on
the suppressor will be stabilized.

Greater free-running frequency stability can be obtained by the use
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of two cross-coupled monostable circuits. Such a double screen-coupled
phantastron is illustrated in Fig. 549. Both parts of each cycle are
timed by linear sweeps. The cross coupling between the two circuits is
so arranged that each screen waveform is differentiated in a small con-
denser and applied to the other plate in such a way that the linear run-
down of one plate is initiated at the instant the rundown of the other
plate is finished. The potentiometer P provides a linear control over the
period of the oscillations.

b-17. The Sanatron and Sanaphant.—Although somewhat more
complex than the screen-coupled phantastron, the sanatron and sana-

+Epp

AAA

—aAA—

- Eygg

Fic. 5:50.—Monostable sanatron.

phant! can generate waveforms and, accordingly, rectangles as short as
1 usec whose length is nevertheless accurately defined by a linear wave-
form. Examination of the basic circuit of Fig. 544 reveals that, given a
certain minimum value of C, the sweep speed is limited by the current-
carrying capacity of the tube. The current is increased when R is made
smaller, but as R is made smaller the screen current increases during
both the quiescent and the active periods of the operation. Screen
wattage is therefore usually the limiting factor in an attempt to increase
the sweep speed. The purpose of the present circuits is to make possible
the use of tubes that have a screen dissipation greater than that of the
6AS6, but may possess less effective suppressor control. By using
another tube to amplify the gate before it is applied to the suppressor a

18ee F. C. Williams and N. F. Moody, “Ranging Circuits, Linear Time-Base
Generators, and Associated Circuits,” [.E.F. Convention Paper, March 1946,
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tube with a suppressor grid base of 60 volts or more can be used success-
fully. The 6AC7 has been used in this country- in England the VR91
is usually employed.

The circuit illustrated in Fig. 550is  * &
called the (monostable) ‘““sanatron.”
In the figure, V; is the Miller sweep

generator and V, amplifies the small R R

negative gate on the grid of V,into a

large positive gate which is applied to —

the suppressor of V. to permit the R

X 1 v

linear rundown to take place. The

circuit may be triggered at any of sev- _*_J %
c

eral points, including, as shown in the
figure, the suppressor of V, The é
initial level of the plate of V;, and hence v
the duration of the rectangle, is set by
the diode Vs The output rectangle
can be taken at an amplitude of one —i—
hundred volts or more from the plate of Fic. 551.—One method for de-
V. The voltage to which the suppres- glveingi f::;tl;?ilgeii.g“al for the grid of
sor of V, is raised is defined by the
diode V4, It is generally desirable to have V; completely cut off dur-
ing the linear rundown and this can be accomplished In several ways.
In the figure, the screen of V, is
not permitted to rise as far during
the rundown as that of V;; hence
the negative grid wave which will
=1 not quite cut off Vi will cut off
Output V5.  Another method is to make
V. a different type tube from V,
and one with a shorter grid base.
Or finally, the arrangement of
i Fig. 5-51 may be used, in which
T—;!; o the entire current through R and
3 C flows through R; and provides
the grid of V., with a signal larger
than that at the grid of V; by the
L drop across R..
b3 The sanaphant, illustrated in
Fig. 5-52, derives the signal for the
F16. 5-52.—Monostable sanaphant. grid of V2 in a slightly different
way: namely, by inserting in the cathode of V, an impedance across
which the desired signal can be taken. This procedure has both an

~Ey,
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advantage and a disadvantage. The advantage is that the signal
which is produced at the grid of V, can have both a larger amplitude
and a lower impedance than in the sanatron. Since the impedance
is lower, V; is turned off and on more rapidly and hence the output
rectangle has steeper edges. The disadvantage is that the initial
negative step in the plate waveform is increased in amplitude with
the result that changes in operating conditions cause larger changes in the
amplitude and duration of this step, with larger consequent changes in
the duration of the generated rectangle. One other advantage which
should be noted is that there is a negative rectangular output available
on the cathode of V; as well as the positive outputs at the sereen of V,
and the plate of V.

Qther variations of the basic Miller sweep-generation circuit have
been made for specific purposes. For instance, both the sanatron and
the sanaphant suffer from the fact that there is always a small delay
between bottoming and the turning on again of V. This delay is the
time required for the grid of V> to come up and cross the grid base, and
because the grid base of different tubes varies someswhat, changing V,
may cause a noticeable alteration in the duration of the output rec-
tangle, The following method has accordingly been used to minimize
this delay. A pulse transformer is inserted in the screen of V, from
the secondary of which can be taken the screen waveform differentiated
and inverted—that is, a negative pulse at the moment of triggering and a
positive pulse at the moment of bottoming. If the positive pulse is
applied, through a diode, to the grid of Vy, V, will be turned on very
shortly after bottoming, and the trailing edge of the output rectangle
will very nearly coincide with the instant of bottoming. A precision
sanatron using this device is described in detail in Vol. 20, Chap. 5, of
this series.

Another variation, which has been used to produce rectangles with
extremely fast trailing edges, differentiates the cathade waveform of V,
with either a transformer or a simple EC-network, and feeds the result,
through a diede, back to the plate of V. The differentiated positive
pulse speeds the plate snapback after bottoming.

The fundamental purpose of the sanatron and sanaphant—to remove
as far as possible the limitation imposed on sweep speed by screen dissi-
pation—can be carried still further by the so-called ‘““screen-coupled”
sanatron and sanaphant. The suppressor of V; is not used at all (in
fact, beam-power tubes with very high plate currents and rather small
screen currents should be used for this purpose), and the positive gate
generated at the plate of Vs is applied instead to the screen through a low-
impedance a-c—d-~c¢ coupling. Sweep speeds of more than 100 volts/usec
are obtainable.
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Astable and even bistable variations on all these circuits can be
made.

6-18. The Cathode-coupled Phantastron.'—The screen-coupled phan-
tastron discussed in Sec. 5-16 is not the only practical one-tube circuit
of this general type. In the screen-coupled phantastron the positive
suppressor gate is supplied by the screen. However, all or part of the
positive gate on the suppressor may be replaced by a negative gate on the
cathode, generated, as in the sanaphant, by inserting a resistance in
the cathode. (Etymologically, the name ‘““sanaphant’” indicates that
the circuit is halfway between a sanatron and a (cathode-coupled) phan-
tastron.) An example? of a cathode-coupled phantastron is shown in

+ Epp

)

Outputs

Input
trigger

.

=

F1c. 5:53.—Monostable cathode-coupled phantastron.

Fig. 5:53. The diode V; serves the important role of stabilizing the
initial level of the grid and therefore the initial voltage across the timing
condenser C. Since the duration of the quasi-stable state is the time
necessary to discharge C through R, V; is very effective in stabilizing the
duration of the output against changes in line voltage, ete. The diode
V, and the potentiometer P permit linear control over the duration of
the output. It is interesting to note that there is approximately the
same relation between the screen- and cathode-coupled phantastrons as
between the plate-to-grid and cathode-coupled multivibrators.

The following are advantages that the cathode-coupled phantastron
possesses; a monostable circuit can be built without a negative supply or
without raising the cathode up on a bleeder; the rectangle on the screen

18ee R. Kelner et al., ““An adaptation of the Phantastron Delay Multivibrator

Cireuit to the 6SA7 Tube,” RL Report No. 338 (Aug. 1943).
2z Another example is discussed in detail in Vol. 20, Chap. 5.
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is unloaded; outputs of both polarities are obtainable; and it is claimed
that the linearity of time modulation is better at short ranges than in the
screen-coupled phantastron. The main disadvantage is that the timing
accuracy is not so good as in the screen-coupled phantastron. This is
so partly because of the larger initial step in the plate waveform, and

AA
v
W

AN

Fra. 5-54.—Double cathode-coupled phantastron.

partly because the gain of the tube from grid to plate during the linear
rundown is not so high as it would be if the degenerative effect of the
cathode resistor were not present.

The cathode-coupled phantastron also lends itself, as illustrated

in Fig. 554, to a very elegant analogue of the double screen~coupled
phantastron.



CHAPTER 6

BLOCKING OSCILLATORS
AND DELAY-LINE PULSE GENERATORS

By E. F. MacNicuoL, Jr. anp R. B. WoobBuRY

6-1. Blocking Oscillators.—Blocking oscillators are transformer-
coupled feedback oscillators in which plate current is permitted to flow for
one-half cycle, after which cutoff bias is imposed upon the grid to prevent
further oscillation. They are related to quenching or ‘““squegging”
oscillators which oscillate for several cycles before sufficient grid bias is
developed to prevent further oscillation.

Most blocking oscillators are designed to produce nearly rectangular
pulses of plate voltage or current, which are made possible by the special
characteristics of the feedback transformer. In the ordinary feedback
oscillator used to produce sinusoids, either the grid circuit, plate circuit,
or both are tuned to resonance at the frequency of operation. In the
blocking oscillator the resonant period of the transformer and associated
stray capacitance is short compared with the duration of the pulse
desired in the output and its “Q’’ is kept as low as possible. This results
in a rapid rise of plate current when regeneration is initiated. The dura-
tion of the pulse is limited by the low-frequency response of the trans-
former, but it may be terminated sooner by the action of a delay network
or feedback condenser.

The transformer is usually wound on an iron core of high permeability
so that the coupling in the feedback circuit is made as high as possible
to permit large grid currents. The high permeability which also permits
fewer turns for a given inductagce minimizes distributed capacitance
and raises the resonant frequency. The coils are wound as closely
together as possible to reduce leakage inductance that causes a delay
in the feedback circuit and decreases the rate of rise and fall of the pulse.

The low-impedance feedback path and very short time lag in the
transformer permit the generation of rapidly rising and falling pulse
currents of very large magnitude. More than an ampere of current may
be obtained from circuits employing small receiving tubes at rated plate
potentials. Oxide-coated cathodes are entirely capable of emitting the
required current, but the ratio of pulse length to repetition period must

be kept small in order that the dissipation rating of the tube is not
205
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exceeded. In no case should the average cathode current exceed that
for which the tube is rated, although the peak current may be several
hundred times this value.

Blocking oscillators are used as low-impedance pulse generators for
triggering and switching where large currents are desired and tolerances
in pulse width, shape, and amplitude are sufficiently broad to permit their
use. It must be emphasized that the blocking oscillator is not a pre-
cision device and the characteristics of its output are influenced markedly
by E,,, Ey, E;, the residual magnetism in the transformer core, and the
age and condition of the tube. Like the thyratron pulse generator but
unlike the multivibrator in which one tube must always be conducting
and wasting power, it has the tremendous advantage of drawing plate
current only during the pulse. Unlike the gas-tube pulse generator,
which must deionize after each pulse, the recovery time of a blocking
oscillator can be made very short.

Types of Outputs.—A typical blocking oscillator using a transformer
with a 1 to 1 ratio and conventional plate-grid feedback is shown in
Fig. 6:1a. The waveforms produced by this circuit are shown in Fig.
6:1b and ¢. Three types of output are obtainable: (1) A ‘‘voltage”
pulse may be taken from the plate or from one or more added transformer
windings. The number of turns on these windings may be adjusted to
produce desired impedance and voltage levels. (2) A ‘‘current” pulse,
that is, an IR drop, may be taken across a small resistor inserted in the
plate, cathode, or grid circuit. (3) The output may be the waveform
of the self-bias voltage.

The plate “voltage” pulse will have an amplitude of approximately
E,,/2 at an impedance level of approximately 1000 ohms. The voltage
and impedance of the tertiary winding are nearly those of the plate
circuit, except as modified by the turns ratio of the transformer and the
leakage inductance between windings. If the output winding is used to
invert the plate waveform so that adjacent turns of the plate and output
windings have large pulse potentials between them, the output pulse
will be slowed up by the interwinding capacitance. The amplitude
of the positive- or negative-“‘current” pulse from the cathode and plate
circuits, respectively, varies with the magnitude of the series resistor,
but it is generally impractical to make the amplitude of the pulse exceed
E,;/5. The output impedance is slightly less than the value of the
series resistor which is usually less than 100 ohms. An output of this
type owes its utility to its very low impedance and to the fact that the
waveform has no overshoot. The self-bias voltage waveform, that is, the
voltage across C, will have an amplitude of approximafely E,,/3 when a
feedback ratio of 1 to 1 is used. During the pulse the impedance across
the condenser is low because of the large current flowing in the grid-
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cathode circuit. When the tube is cut off, the impedance is merely thag

of the RC combination.
The time during which the blocking-oscillator tube conducts coincid:

with the current pulse, the positive part of the voltage pulse, and t|
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F16. 6:1.—(a) Typical astable blocking oscillator using 1 to 1 ratio transformer and
conventional plate-grid feedback; (b) grid a, plate b, and bias circuit ¢ waveforms; (c)
output-voltage a, plate-current b, grid-current ¢, and cathode-current waveforms 4.
duration of the steep portion of the bias waveform (see Fig. 6-1b and 6:1¢).
This time may vary from less than one tenth microsecond to several
hundred micruseconds, depending upon the transformer and other circuit
elements. With present transformer and circuit techniques the usual
range of pulse widths in which blocking oscillators are useful is from 0.1 to

25 usec.
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Types of Circuits—After the pulse has terminated, the grid is left
highly negative because the condenser is charged. The grid voltage rises
exponentially toward the potential to which the grid is returned. If
this latter potential is higher than that at which the blocking oscillator
will ““fire,”’* the grid will eventually reach this point, and a new pulse will
be generated and cause a repetition of the cycle. A device operating in
this manner will be referred to as an ‘““astable’” blocking oscillator. It'is
equivalent to the astable multivibrator, positive feedback being obtained
from a transformer instead of from an amplifier stage. One time con-
stant is that of the feedback circuit which determines the duration of the
pulse. The other is the grid-recovery time constant. If the grid is not
allowed to reach the firing voltage, a monostable circuit results. An
external trigger must be applied to raise the grid voltage sufficiently to
initiate regeneration before the blocking oscillator will fire. The mono-
stable blocking oscillator is usually referred to as a “triggered’” blocking
oscillator and is equivalent to the monostable multivibrator.

Bistable blocking oscillators cannot be made since feedback is pro-
vided by the transformer, and positive grid voltage cannot be maintained
unless current is changing in the transformer.

In blocking oscillators the RC grid-bias circuit may be replaced by an
LC-circuit or a delay network, but each circuit must always perform the
same function, namely, to maintain a negative potential on the grid
so that conduction cannot take place until the network has been recharged
or until the circuit is retriggered.

An astable blocking oscillator may be ‘““fired” by inserting an external
synchronizing pulse before the bias network has recharged. A blocking
oscillator operating under these conditions will be referred to as a ‘““syn-
chronized astable” blocking oscillator.

Applications.—A blocking oscillator is employed to perform three gen-
eral types of function. First, it may be employed to generate a pulse of
very short duration when a slowly varying trigger voltage is wlied.
Appreciable spurious time modulation (jitter) of the output pulse may
occur if the input waveform rises very slowly since the blocking oscillator
is not a very stable amplitude comparator. For this purpose it is more
economical than multistage squaring and differentiating circuits. Sec-
ond, a blocking oscillator may be used to generate a pulse of appreciable
peak power and a specified shape. It is most economical since plate
current flows only during the pulse. Third, a blocking oscillator may be
employed as a low-impedance switch. The circuit being switched is
usually connected in the self-bias circuit of the blocking oscillator. The

t The firing point is the potential attained during the onset of current in the tube

at which the gn has increased to such a value that the gain around the feedback loop
is greater than unity and regeneration commences.
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switching action is used in frequency dividers and step counters to dis-
charge the timing or counting circuits. The switch is closed when the
grid potential reaches the firing voltage, and remains closed while the grid
current is flowing. Cireuits have also been developed in which the plate
or cathode circuits are used as low-impedance switches. They are used in
free-running time hases to replace the gas-tube switch. The blocking
oscillator is frequently used to furnish low-impedance pulses to actuate
external diode or triode switches for modulation, demodulation, or for
the initiation of waveforms. It is very suitable for applying a switch-
ing voltage between ungrounded points since a transformer would have
to be employed for isolation even if another type of circuit were used to
generate the pulse.

Theory of Operation.—A complete explanation of a blocking oseillator
by means of exact mathematical analysis has not yet been given. The
tube charactenistics in the positive-grid region are highly nonlinear, and
the inductances of the windings of the pulse transformer are not only
nonlinear but are also dependent upon the duration and spacing of the
pulses. Most of the work with blocking oscillators has been largely of an
empirical “cut-and-try’ nature, and the mathematics developed has not
proved itself useful in low-voltage, small power circuits using receiving
tubes. In high-power applications where plate potentials in excess of 1 kv
are used, and where beam tetrodes which produce large plate-power out-
put with small grid-power input are used, assumptions may be made that
permit the use of simplified mathematics for design purposes (see Vol. 32,
Part 111, of this series).?

The action of a blocking oscillator may be described qualitatively in
the following manner. Initially, the plate current is cut off by grid
bias. The grid potential is raised either by the application of a trigger
or by the recharging of the grid-bias network. When cutoff bias is
reached, plate current will start to flow. The changing plate current
in the transformer induces in the grid winding a voltage that causes
the grid potential to increase further in the positive direction. When
the g,, of the tube has increased until the gain around the feedback loop
is greater than unity, regeneration occurs. The grid voltage and plate
current then increase more and more rapidly. The trigger is no longer
pecessary to maintain the action although it often adds an important
component to the rate of rise of the grid voltage. Since there is very
little leakage inductance in the feedback loop, the rate of fall of plate volt-

t Although an analysis of the precise operating conditions of the blocking oscillator
has not been achieved, satisfactory trapsformers may be designed by the methods
given in Vol. 32, Sec. 13-2.  Once a transformer that will operate in the desired manner
has been constructed, the exact pulse duration desired can be adjusted by experi-
mentally changing the operating conditions; for example, by the adjustment of C¢.
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age becomes very rapid. When the grid has become positive with respect
to cathode, grid current starts to flow. When the grid has become posi-
tive by a few tenths of a volt, the grid impedance becomes of the order of a
few hundred chms imposing a heavy resistive load upon the transformer.
Eventually, the power dissipated in the grid circuit, in internal losses, and
in the external load becomes equal to that which can be supplied by plate
circuit. This condition is accentuated by the fact that E, has dropped
to a value at which g, is markedly less than it was in the earlier part of
the cycle. A state of temporary equilibrium is reached in which the grid
voltage is held constant by a linearly changing magnetizing current in the
transformer. If the tuned circuit consisting of the transformer leakage
inductance and stray capacitance has appreciable @, it will be shock-
excited by the rapid rise of the pulse. This excitation will be evidenced
by a damped, high-frequency oscillation superposed on the flat top of the
plate voltage pulse. If this oscillation is small, it will have little effect on
the duration of the pulse.

The state of equilibrium is terminated by regenerative cutoff of the
plate current and by a drop in grid potential initiated by three effects acting
singly or in combination with one another. First, a delay network can
be inserted in the circuit. A delayed step is produced and tends to start
regeneration in the opposite direction.

Second, if a small grid condenser is used, the voltage across it

(e = 1/C, / i, dt)

rises rapidly during the pulse. This voltage must be subtracted from the
transformer output to give the actual grid driving voltage. Eventually,
the voltage across the condenser becomes so large that the grid potential
decreases more rapidly than it can be supplied by the transformer, and
the grid starts to drop. As the grid drops, plate current is correspond-
ingly decreased; a further decrease in grid potential results, and regenera-
tion again takes place until the grid is driven beyond cutoff. At the
end of the pulse the grid will be negative by an amount equal to the
potential across C,. The charge on C;, must be dissipated through a
grid leak before the blocking oscillator can be reactuated.

Third, if C, is very large, or if it is left out and bias is supplied from a
low impedance supply, the equilibrium state will continue for a time
determined by the transformer time constant in the following manner.
When the plate potential has dropped until the equilibrium condition
has been reached, the plate voltage cannot increase further and the grid
potential starts to decay.! As the grid drops, plate current is decreased

1 It might be expected that the grid potential would decay with a time constant
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and the regenerative turnoff commences. When the tube cuts off,
the plate voltage rises above the supply voltage as the core remagnetizes.
Unless saturation has occurred, the area of the overshoot will be equal
to the area of the pulse. Some shock-excited oscillations may be observed
at the end of the pulse. These are due to the same cause as are the oscil-
lations near the front of the pulse. Oscillations due to the resonance
of the main inductance and stray capacitance are not observable since the
@ of this tuned circuit is too low.!

PULSE WAVEFORMS

6-2. The Transformer.—The most common types of pulse waveforms
desired from a blocking oscillator are those that are very short, as nearly
rectangular as possible, and that have high peak voltages or currents.
The actual output pulse obtained is determined by the transformer, the
tube and the constants, and the type of the circuit employed.

If it is desired to obtain an approximately rectangular waveform
from a blecking oscillator, it is common practice to generate nearly the
maximum pulse length by making C, very large. A decrease in the dura-
tion of the transient periods relative to the duration of the equilibrium
state results. Under these conditions the pulse length determines the
selection of the proper pulse transformer. This transformer must have
high- and low-frequency response sufficient for the desired pulse shape.
The high-frequency response determines the rates of rise and fall of the
pulse and the low-frequency response determines the pulse duration.

First the effects of the transformer will be considered. There are
two salient characteristics of the transformer, its pass band, and its turns
ratio. The high-frequency response of the transformer determines the
maximum possible rates of rise and fall of the output pulse and is deter-
mined by the leakage inductance, stray capacitance, and core losses. To
minimize the leakage inductance the transformer should have a large
coefficient of coupling and as few turns as possible. The primary and
secondary of the transformer should be on the same leg of the core. If
windings must be wound on both legs of the core, both the grid and plate
windings should be split.?

L/R where L is the effective inductance of the transformer and R is the effective
combination of grid, plate, and load impedances. Actually the waveforms indicate
that the situation is more complicated. It can only be said that the pulse lasts for a
time that is proportional to L/R.

1 It is possible under some conditions to tune one of the windings by placing a
large condenser across it. The result is a nearly sinusoidal oscillation which may
have a large enough second overshoot to retrigger the oscillator, and thereby produce a
train of oscillations that continue until quenching bias is built up.

2 To produce the most rapidly rising and falling pulses the grid, plate, and output
windings should each be a single layer winding.
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The capacitances may be kept down by increasing the thickness of
insulation between windings or between the windings and the core.
This procedure, however, increases the leakage inductance and causes
very little change in pulse shape within reasonable limits—except for the
increase in the amplitude of the shocked oscillations on the pulse—
sinece the relevant LC ratio is increased. The core losses may be reduced
and the effective permeability increased by decreasing the thickness of the
core laminations. The present limit i one mil, which is as thin as it is
possible at present to roll the steel and maintain the proper erystalline
structure for high d-c permeability.

Tasre 6-1.—~Some CommonrLy Used LowW-POWER BLOCKING-O0SCILLATOR

TRANSFORMERS
i Number of Range of
Manufacturer Type windings pulse widths
OA-15(x-154-) 4 1-30 psec
. . series
Utah Radio Products Co. OA-18(x-124-) 6 0.2-15 usec
series
132 AW 3 0.2~-5usee
132 BW 4 {0.2-5 psec (has ex-
Westinghouse  Flectric tra low-impedance
and Manufacturing Co. output winding)
132 DW 3 0.1~2 usec
145 EW 3 1-20 psec
General Eleciric Co. 68G~627 4 1-20 usec

* Utah Radic Products Co. is no tonger producing these transformers. They may now be obtained
from Dunifon Engineering Co., 3649 Waveland Avenue, Chicago 18, 1L

The primary and secondary inductances are the determining factors
in the low-frequency response of the transformer because the magnetizing
current increases directly with time and inversely with inductance. This
requirement necessitates a high effective permeability if the number of
turns is to be kept to a minimum for maximum high-frequency response,
and the provision that the iron does not saturate. In some transformers
the insertion of an air gap actually appears to increase the duration of the
pulse. Thiseffectis paradoxical and has not been satisfactorily explained.
It is probable that without the gap a residual flux is built up from pulse to
pulse. This flux biases the core toward saturation and reduces the effec-
tive inductance.! The difference in the pulse length produced by identical
circuits with transformers that differ only because one has a wrapped

! Another explanation has been given. In some transformers the core losses are
very high which makes the effective L/R time-constant small. Insertion of an air gap
reduces R to a greater extent than it reduces L.
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care while the other has a butt joint core are shown in the figures of
Secs. 8, 9, and 10.

If maximum peak pulse current through the tube is desired, the turns
ratio of the transformer should be adjusted to give an approximate
impedance match between the plate output impedance and grid input
impedance at the desired peak pulse amplitude. With low-p triodes oper-
ating under pulse conditions, this implies a voltage stepup into the grid.
If, however, maximum peak pulse voltage at the plate is required, the
voltage should generally be stepped down going to the grid. With
tetrodes and pentodes the grid current becomes equal to the plate current
at small positive grid potentials so that a stepdown is necessary to obtain
an impedance mateh.

A stepdown is also advisable
if maximum pulse duration is de~ ¢ o)
sired from a given transformer

07 [

;\00\‘

'20

since it permits the use of more of 4 g5
the available turns in the plate &
winding, and thus increases in- g 04
ductance of this winding and low- 5

ers the magnetizing current. £03

6-3. The Tube.—The tube em-
ployed in a blocking oscillator is 02}
a major factor in determining the

characteristics of the output wave- 01

form. For positive-grid pulsed

characteristica of a 6SN7 see Fig. R R 150 200 250 300
6-2. In general if a high-energy €p in volts

output pulse is required, the tube Fia. 6-2.—Positive-grid pulsed character-
should exhibit a large value of I,, istics al @ BSNT.

I./¥, 8E,/8l, and a small value of r, over the portions of the
characteristic curves corresponding to the peak of the pulse. There
is & fundamental difference between triodes and pentodes or beam
tetrodes operated as blocking oscillators. Medium-u triodes exhibit
large power gains in the positive grid region. With a 6SN7, for exam-
ple, 91,/81, = 3 when the grid is driven from +50 to +75 volts, and
E, = 150. At low plate potentials it is necessary to operate in this
region to obtain large current outputs, and this is a most favorable
tube for operating in the far positive-grid region. The peak current
obtainable is limited by the point at which more power is dissipated in
the grid circuit than ean be supplied, a condition brought about by the
lowering of the plate potential and the raising of the grid potential untit
él,/8I, < 1 (when a 1 to 1 transformer is used). More curent can, of
course, be obtained by raising E,, until safe values are exceeded,
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With beam tetrodes and pentodes the operation of the blocking
oscillator is quite different. As soon as grid current starts to flow,
dI,/a81, becomes small; in the case of the 6AG7, which is one of the least
favorable.tubes for positive grid operation, as shown in Fig. 6-3, it is
much less than unity when the grid has reached +25 volts. Therefore,
the peak currents obtainable with tetrodes and pentodes are limited to
those obtainable near zero bias. This means that if currents as large as
those obtained with triodes are desired, the plate and screen potentials
must be raised considerably above those for which tubes of the receiving
type are normally rated. Since the voltage difference between zero bias
and the potential at which hmiting takes place is small, the regenerative

region is passed through rapidly,
iy (o0 =100) and a steeper pulse than is obtain-
10F ~=-  able with triodes resuits. In facet,
the most rectangular pulses can be

12

% 08 produced with a given transformer
g 75 __ by using type 6ACT or 6AG7 con-
206r nected as pentodes. The peak cur-
= rents will be much less than with

o
Fs
o
[=]
\
1
¢

6SN7’s—usually below 100 ma if

rated potentials are applied to the

plate and screen. Pentodes such

e En s 30 25 types 6AC7 anFi 6AG7 are fre-

ep in volts quently used as triodes to produce

¥1a. 6-3.—DPositive-grid pulsed character- very rapidly rising and very short,

istics of a BAGT. pulses because their g. is higher

than that of most triodes, and there is consequently sufficient gain to

produce regeneration even when transformers with very small inductance
are used.

Power Limitatzons.—Beam tetrodes such as types 616, 6Y6, and 6V6
are frequently used as triodes when the duty ratio is large since their
dissipation ratings are the highest of the receiving tubes. It is possible
that the 6AS7 high-current regulator tube will give very high peak
currents though no data are yet available.

The permissible peak current and voltage of a single pulse is set by the
maximum voltage breakdown of the plate and grid of the tube. It must
be remembered that the peak positive plate voltage is the sum of the
positive supply potential and the inductive overshoot of the transformer,
and that the peak negative veoltage of the grid is the sum of the inductive
overshoot, the charge on C,, and the negative supply voitage.

For continuous operation, neither the maximum rated plate or grid
dissipation por the maximum cathode-current specifications should be
exceeded. The grid-power rating of receiving tubes is seldom given

AT
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by the manufacturer, but is found to be roughly 0.2 watt for type 6SN7.
If the grid-dissipation rating is exceeded, the grid may emit electrons
which cause it to remain positive after the pulse. When the grid remains
positive, very large steady plate current is drawn which soon ruins the
tube.

Oxide-coated cathodes are capable of enormous emission, as shown
in Fig. 6-2, and even with small tubes emission limiting of plate current
is rarely obtained. If average emission ratings are exceeded, the struc-
ture of the cathode material is altered and loss of emission soon results.
This loss shows up as a decay in the plate current during the pulse, and
may also appear as a loss of average 16
emission when measured by an { 100
ordinary commercial tube tester. 14} 50

The shape of the pulse depends
upon the type of limiting action 12 75
that causes the quasi-stable state.
If the state is brought about by
heavy grid current when 7, is still
high (current-limiting), a rectangu-
lar current pulse will result. If
limiting takes place by ‘‘bottom-
ing” of the plate (voltage-limiting),

a rectangular voltage pulse will [T ———— 75y
occur. Ingeneral, rectangolarcur- 02t/ 2020000 T
rent and voltage pulses are not L T
produced simultaneously in the O TI0 10 200 250 300
same circuit. ¢y in volts

A rectangular voltage pulse may  Fie. 6-4.—Positive-grid pulsed character-
be obtained with a 6SN7 if a large istics of 6Y6.
condenser is placed in the grid circuit. The r, of the 6SN7 is small
in the positive-grid region and the g. is large.

The conditions for a rectangular current pulse are well met by a
6Y6 tetrode with 300 volts on the screen (see Fig. 6-4); it will be noticed
that gn is small and r, is large over a large portion of the characteristic
eurves.

Capacitance in the Grid Circuit.—In a simple blocking oscillator havmg
only a condenser C’,, in the grid return, the effect of reducing C, is to
shorten the voltage pulse with the injtial slope remaining nearly constant
and the final slope decreasing. This effect is shown in Figs. 6:5¢ and
6-5b. Conditions in the two cases are identical in all respects other than
the 400-fold change in C,.

The shape of the current pulse undergoes similar changes as C, is
reduced; but in addition current decreases during the pulse, and the pulse

ip,6g =259

g
(=]
T
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o«

1p, g in amperes
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will become trapezoidal. If C, is made so large that it presents a negli-
gible impedance to the frequency components making up the pulse, or if
it is omitted altogether, the pulse duration is determined by the low-
frequency response of the transformer. In operation of this type the
magnitude of the air gap i the core has a very marked influence on the
pulse since it affects the inductance and the saturability of the core (see

2R,
i
Eg

Fia. 6:5—Monostable
blocking ascillator with plate-
grid feedback. Vertical de-
flection 25  wvolts/division.
Connection: two windings in
grid circuit; two windings in
plate circuit. (a) Butt-joint
core, C, = 250 ppf; Ep E,
and I waveforms; sweep
speed 0.15 gsec/division. (b)
Butt-joint core, C, = 0.1 of;
Ep, E, and Iy waveforms;
sweep speed 1.4 usec/division.
(¢} Leading edge of pulse:
butt-joint core, Cy = 0.1 pf;
Ep, E; and Ip waveforms,
sweep speed 0.15 usec/divi-
sion. (d) Falling edge of
pulse: butt-joint core, C, =
0.1 uf; Ep, By and Iy wave-
forms, sweep speed 0.15 usec/
division. (¢} Continously
wound core, Cy = 250 uuf,
E, waveform, sweep speed 0.3
psec/division, (f) Continu-
ously wound core, 0.1 uf, Hp
waveform, sweep speed 0.3
usec/division.

Sec. 6-2). In the Westinghouse “radio C”’
cores the butt joint produees a small but very
uncertain air gap which results in character-
istics that cannot be controlled in transtormer
manufacture. Operation with C, very large
or omitted altogether produces pulses with the
highest possible ratio of duration to rise and
fall time. The choice of a transformer that
will give the desired pulse width when oper-
ating under these conditions will also permit
the largest peak currents, provided the opti-
mum turns ratio is used, since the impedance
of the transformer will be a minimum. Un-
fortunately, the overshoots of the voltage
pulses are at a maximum in this mode of
operation since the core of the transformer
becomes completely saturated by the end of
the pulse and must demagnetize before another
pulse can be produced.

The maximum duration obtainable from a
particular transformer may be reduced by the
residual magnetism in the core. In trans-
formers employing very small air gaps (or
none at all) the residual magnetism may ac-
cumulate from pulse to pulse and cause oper-
ation in a region of reduced permeability.
The effective permeability may also he de-
creased by operating with such large mag-
netizing currents that the core actually is
driven ‘to saturation during the pulse. The

d-c component of plate current increases this effect and may be reduced
by employing paralle] feed as shown in Fig. 6:6. The d-c plate current
is applied to the tube through a separate inductance which is large com-
pared with that of the transformer. The a-¢c component of plate current
is applied through a condenser which is large enough to present negligible
impedance to the frequency components of the pulse.

A direct current may also be introduced into any winding of the trans-





