


























































































































































































































































































Short Subjects 
Windows products for work and leisure 

MicroPhone Pro. The script editor puts all the MicroPhone 
script language commands at your fingertips. 

MicroPhone Pro for Windows 

I ' m hard on telecommunications software. I have to be-I use 
telecommunications, particularly E-mail , in all aspects of my 
job, and I need a fast, reliable, and flexible telecommunications 

package. It doesn 't hurt if the package is easy to use, either. 
MicroPhone Pro for Windows has what you 'd expect to find in 

a full-featured Windows telecommunications package: dialing 
directories, lots of modem drivers, terminal emulation, protocol 
transfers, and support for leading E-mail and information ser­
vices. It also has some advanced fax and multimedia capabilities, 
and the best scripting I've ever used in a telecommunications 
package. This latter point is especially important to me because 
it saves me a lot of time. 

For example, I used to log on to BIX every morning and read 
my mail and conference messages on-line, a process that could 
take a half hour or more. Using MicroPhone Pro 's Watch Me 
script builder, however, I've created a script that completely au­
tomates my BIX sessions. With two clicks of my mouse button , 
I launch a script that brings up MicroPhone Pro in the back-

MicroPhone Pro for 
Windows $195 
Software Ventures Corp. 
Berkeley, CA 
(5 10) 644-3232 
fax : (510) 848-0885 
Circle 1 097 on Inquiry Card. 

ground, dials the modem, logs 
me on to BIX, downloads my 
unread mail and conference 
messages to separate files on 
my hard disk, and logs me off. 
I can then examine these files 
at my leisure. Other telecom­
munications packages let you 
do the same thing, but I have 
not found one that can make 
script building as painless as 
MicroPhone Pro does . 
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The MicroPhone Pro package includes Delrina's WinFax Lite 
and integrates well with the fax software. The script language 
has been extended to include support for fax operation, and Mi­
croPhone Pro now supports a tool bar and drag and drop. To send 
a fax, you just drop an icon onto the MicroPhone Fax button. 

MicroPhone Pro also integrates well with Windows 3.l's mul­
timedia capabilities. From MicroPhone Pro, you can control a 
CD-ROM player, display a graphical image, or listen to a sound 
file. Unlike with the fax extensions, however, the point of all 
these multimedia capabilities is lost on me. We are a long way 
from the day when individuals will be able to afford enough 
telecommunications bandwidth to make modem transfer of mul­
timedia information practical. I think the time and resources 
spent in giving the software a multimedia sheen would have been 
better spent in including the Kermit protocol or TCP/IP support 
in the basic package, as Software Ventures does in the Macintosh 
version of MicroPhone Pro. 

Despite some misgivings that MicroPhone Pro has too many 
bells and whistles, I recommend this program. It does a wonder­
ful job on the essentials of telecommunications, and it provides 
advanced features for those who want or need them. Whether 
accessing MCI Mail from work or downloading fantasy base­
ball stats from CompuServe at home, if you have MicroPhone Pro, 
you don't need any other Windows telecommunications package. 

-Bob Ryan 

Microsoft Golf for Windows 

For most PC users, there comes a time when you realize that 
Windows is hot stuff. Maybe it's the first time you embed a 
sound file in a word processing document using OLE or use 

a True Type font to spice up an otherwise drab report. For me, that 
time came when I first booted Microsoft Golf for Windows and 
began minimizing my productivity applications- after hours of 
intense work, of course-and maximizing Microsoft Golf. 

This program 
is basically Ac­
cess Software 's 
Links repack­
aged under a 
Microsoft label. 
Microsoft Golf 
is compatible 
with all of Ac­
cess ' s add-on 
course disks-a 
good thing, be­
cause it ships 
with just one 
course, Torrey 
Pines. 

You can play 
Microsoft Golf 

MlcrosoiiGolf roneyPinesSoutllC!lurse !Sj-

Microsoji Golf. The grid overlaid on the 
green gives you a f eel for the speed and 
break of your putts. 



on one of three levels-Beginner, Amateur, or Pro. Pride should 
prevent you from playing at the Beginner level fo r more than a 
hole or two. The Amateur level takes wind and your swing ti m­
ing into account, but it is not as demandin g as the Pro level, 
which lets you mess with your stance, swing angle, and other 
variables. The game offers a reward when you move up in levels: 
The distance of your shots increases as you move from Beginner 
to Amateur to Pro. 

Unless you indicate otherwise, the program selects your clubs 
fo r you. You can also decide whether to play with Gimmies and 

Mulligans. It takes only a 
few holes to get a fee l fo r 

Microsoft Golf for Windows 
$64.95 
Microsoft Corp. 
Redmond, WA 
(800) 426-9400 

0 (206) 882-8080 
fax: (206) 936-7329 
Circle 1098 on Inquiry Card. 

dri v ing , ch ippin g, and 
p utt ing with Microsoft 
Golf. 

Microsoft Golf offers 
the thr ill of smacking a 2 
wood down the middle of 
the fa irway and the rush of 
draining a 30-foot pu tt­
feelings I' ve only dreamed 
about as I've explored the 
more obscure parts of the 
local country club. In fact, 

I think it 's about time to minimize Word for W indows and switch 
to ... Microsoft Golf. 

-Dan Muse 

The Far Side Daily Planner 2.0 

I never returned phone calls; never remembered birthdays, meet­
ings, or simple errands; and d idn't realize I had anything in 
common with cockroaches. Then I in stalled Amaze!nc ' s The 

Far Side Daily Planner 2.0 for Windows, which set me straight on 
all counts. 

Veteran Far Side users can expect more than a new set of Gary 
Larson cartoons. Improvements in the new vers ion include col­
or and more an­
imation. Amaze 
has also upgrad­
ed the graph ics 
across the entire 
operat ion , in­
cluding a button 
bar and v iew 
tabs. You can 
categorize and 
fil ter events , as 
well as drag and 
drop them into 
c us tom izab le 
calendars. Wi th 
a sound ca rd, 
you can a lso 
add .WA V fi les 

The Far Side Daily Planner. Who says 
getting organized can't be.fim ? 

to Amaze 's alarm repertoire. 
The main elements of the Planner are events and li sts. Events 

are linked to the ca lendar, and li sts transcend time. The Planner 
ships with To Do, Contact, and Shopping lists, but you can define 
many more. The rose-colored-glasses icon lets you f ilter out 
events you don 't want your office cohorts to see. You can also 
choose whether to fi lter out notes, private calendars, and specif­
ic lists by category. 

Amaze hasn't forgotten that many people prefer keyboards; the 

The Far Side Daily Planner 
2.0 for Windows $69.95 
Amaze! nc 
Kirkland, W A 
(206) 820-7007 
fax : (206) 823-0568 
Circle 1099 on Inquiry Card. 

Planner has keyboard alter­
na ti ves for most mouse­
clicks. To my mind, the in­
terface is intuitively correct, 
and the doc umentati on is 
straightforward. Amaze also 
offers Trivial Pursuit Sports 
and Genus Edition versions 
of the Planner, as well as a 
version based on the popu-
lar Cathy comic strip. 

If you haven't purchased 
your copy of The Far Side Daily Planner yet, you' re four months 
late. Don't waste another day before getting organized-and en­
joying yourself , to boot. 

-Selinda Chiquoine 

Dr. Floyd's Desktop Toys 
(MicroProse Entertainment Pack Vo l. 1) 

The games that come standard with Windows 3. 1 have three 
qualities that I find particul arl y appealing: They are fun yet 
challenging, they don' t take a long time to play, and they're 

free. Dr. Floyd's Desktop Toys from MicroProse Software doesn ' t 
share that last quali ty, but it shines in the first two. 

The package takes its name from Dr. Floyd, who pops up pe­
riodically on your 
computer to make 
inane comments­
a "Little Computer 
Peo pl e" fo r the 
nineties. He didn't 
las t 5 minu tes on 
my hard drive. 

The six toys are 
another matter : 
Wallop is a mind­
less "hit the furry 
woodl and c rea­
tures on the head" 
game, and Web 
Spinners lets you 
c rea te some neat 
string art. The best, 
however, are Cryp-

Kye. lf you've figured out how to solve this 
level, call me and put me out of my misery. 

tograms, wh ich takes the pain-and erasings- out of solving 
cryptogran1s; Snark Hunt, a simple yet elegant game of deductive 
reasoning; and Kye. In Kye, you maneuver a green bal l around the 
screen, try ing to pick up d iamonds; you complete a level when 
you've got them all. Each level is its own logical puzzle that you 
have to solve to get all the diamonds. Only by avoiding the many 
obstacles can you complete a level and move on. 

The games make exten­
sive use of graphics and 
sound and work best with 
an MP C sound board . A 
sixth toy and some screen­
saver modules were not yet 
functional in the beta ver­
sion I looked at. But even 
without them, Dr. Floyd 's 
Desk top Toys is a lot of 
fun and an excellent value. 

-Bob Ryan 

Dr. Floyd's Desktop Toys 
$39.95 
MicroProse Software, Inc. 
Hunt Valley, MD 
(800) 879-7529 
(410) 77 1-0440 
Circle 11 00 on Inquiry Card. 
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E 
verywhere you look, you can find 
advice on which Windows word 
processor to buy or who makes the 
best Windows database. On occa­

sion, however, it pays to spend a moment 
on the less obvious. Presented here are a 
handful of great programs you may never 
have heard of. I'll leave it to the other au­
thors in this issue to tell you about the 
high-powered stuff. 

Unsung 
Heroes you an expert, but it will help you to fake 

it. There ' s also a phone book, a number 
of legal forms and business letters, tem­
plates for spreadsheets and databases, and 
more. There ' s even a backgammon game. 

Everybody's favorite end user­
and BYTE columnist-fills you 

Understand, B-Tools isn't a spreadsheet 
or word processor; it just helps you make 
better use of the software you have. I've 
given it a User's Choice award. 

One B-Tool I don't- use is the phone 
book; instead, I use the one in Ascend 
from Franklin Quest (Salt Lake City, UT). 
Ascend is a task and appointment manag­
er, and I've become addicted to it. Ascend 
does mechanical things like keeping track 
of my schedule, but its real value is that it 
gets you to thinking about how you use 

Under New Management 
Windows is great, but both File Manager 
and Program Manager have their limits. 
A comprehensive fix for both is Norton 
Desktop for Windows from Symantec 
(Cupertino, CA). This works very well, 
but NDW takes up a lot of disk space and 

in on some Windows products 
that can have a big impact 

on how you get your work done 

JERRY POURNELLE 

isn't cheap. 
A simpler fix is to get Plug-In for Program Manager, a share­

ware program from Plannet Crafters (Alpharetta, GA) that takes 
care of many of Program Manager' s defects . Plug-In displays 
available resources and warns you when resource reserves are get­
ting low. It makes changing icons a snap, for both programs and 
program groups. It gives you different cursors and helps with 
installations, and while it won't allow you to nest program groups, 
it has a group management feature that's just about as good. I've 
used it with both Windows 3.1 and Windows for Workgroups, it 
has never given me a problem, and it ' s my favorite small Win­
. dows utility and winner of the Shareware User's Choice for the 
year. You can contact Plannet Crafters at (404) 740-9821 (voice) 
or (404) 740-1914 (fax). 

My fix for File Manager is to run Norton Commander, a DOS 
program, under Windows. I have two Commander icons, each 
with its own PIF: one runs in the background, the other doesn ' t. 
The backgrounder is useful for large file transfers and for getting 
my MCI Mail messages-which it does automatically. Com­
mander lets you view files, and while it won't translate them as 
more grown-up file viewers do, I don ' t find I miss that. I also use 
the little editor in Commander for a lot of housekeeping work. Be­
tween Commander and Plug-In I find that, while I have Norton 
Desktop, I don't always bother to turn it on. Of course I also 
have friends who think I'm weird. You can contact Symantec at 
(408) 253-9600 (voice) or (408) 253-4092 (fax). 

For B-School Dropouts 
B-Tools for Windows from Star Software Systems (Torrance, 
CA) is a useful though odd assortment of business tools, from a 
simple financial calculator to a comprehensive system for gen­
erating a business plan. It includes such tools as Feasibility Plan, 
Business Plan, Financial Plan, Management and Control, and 
Growth. If you have to put together a business plan and haven't 
much notion of how to do it, get this program. It won't make 
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your time, and it strongly pushes you to­
ward setting your priorities. I find that a 

few minutes a day using Ascend to set priorities lets me get a lot 
more work done. It also has provisions for keeping a journal. I re­
ally wonder how I lived without it. You can call (801) 975-9992 
or send a fax to (801) 975-9995 for more information. 

Graphically Inclined 
Everyone should know about CorelDraw from Corel (Ottawa, On­
tario, Canada) , which has become the high-end standard pro­
gram for drawing and painting in Windows. If you plan to do a 
lot of fancy drawing, CorelDraw is the program to get and learn . 
Learn is the operative word here: CorelDraw is very powerful, but 
that means a fairly steep learning curve. You can contact Corel 
at (613) 728-8200 (voice) or (613) 728-9790 (fax) . 

Windows Draw from Micrografx (Richardson, TX; (214) 234-
1769) is Jess powerful, but because of that it's also considerably 
simpler to learn. Micrografx also offers Graphics Works for 
Windows , which includes Windows Draw, PhotoMagic, Win­
dows OrgCha.rt, Win Chart, SlideShow, a bunch of clip art, 1000 
photos, over 130 True Type fonts, and a partridge in a pear tree, 
all for a list price of $295. That's quite a bargain. 

A Final Bit of Heresy 
Many DOS programs have been brought over to Windows, and 
for most of them that was an improvement, but not for all. I still 
prefer the DOS version of Datastmm Technologies' Procomm 2 
mnning under its own PIF to the Windows version of the program. 
That ' s only a preference, and at least two friends think I'm nuts. 

I also prefer the DOS version of Intuit's Quicken to the Win­
dows version. This is again pure preference; the Windows version 
works quite well. I just get weary of all the mousing around. • 

Jerry PoUJ·nelle writes the User 's Column in BYTE in addition to 
his day job as a science fiction author. You can reach him c/o 
BYTE or on BIX as "jerryp." 



W 
E'VE JUST ADDED A NEW 
DIMENSION TO VT340 
FUNCTIONS-WINDOWS . 

Imagine working with host graphic images 
as comfortably as you work at your PC. 
KEAterm 340 gives the power of Windows 
to your host applications. 

KEAterm products combine the features 
of Windows-copy & paste. ODE. script 
language and multiple sessions-with the 
features of the VT340 terminal-multina­
tional text and ReGIS. Tektronix and 
sixel graphics. So. you can use traditional 
PC tools. like word processors and spread­
sheets. to handle your host data. 

With copy and paste and Dynamic Data 
Exchange (ODE). KEAterm delivers true 
PC-to-host integration. Control your host 
data just as you control PC applications­
with access to the same powerful soft-

ware and printers. Pull down financial 
figures from your remote host to automati­
cally pop into your spreadsheet for further 
processing and charting. Host data 
becomes truly useable. 

With KEAterm 340 . you can use PC 
graphics tools to expand the use of 
host graphics . Copy ReGIS . Tektronix 
and sixel images into desktop publish­
ing or draw packages for further 
manipulation. 

Picture new power for host applications 
with KEAterm 340 for Windows. • 

KEA Systems Ltd. 

Call 1-800-663-8 702 
Phone: (604) 43 1-0727 
Fax: (604) 43 1-0818 

Circle 86 on Inquiry Card. 

..... Full VT340/420 
Terminal emulation 

ReGIS, Tektronix & 
sixel graphics 

..... Multilingual menus 

ODE 

File transfer 

Network interfaces 

Script language 

..... On-screen buttons 

KEAterm 340 

KSA. Sj'1r:m> Ud. 3TJ8U::dl Fra.T.r\'Jti'f.l.h! 101. 81..miDf. BC. CaracB v-:J5G1 
KEAtrt,KEA!i:rm.ZSITf.l fu.leStaxn,KEAarrlt.ar~~b'p;are~dKEAS}SI!«.sUd. 
Aldiol:mldardprtdY.tr..;rresare!OO:mafkscrlajsleraltrad:malksdt.:.f~llctbs.. 
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